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[LANCASTER 


[re the Provic 
dence of God hath. 
placed me at ſome : 
Iſtance from e 
hough ou hade a Learn · 


led 100 udicious Clergy, 
whoſe known Abilities to 5 


u de Epiſtle 

Direct yo might juſtly - 
excuſe 8 of 
mine; yet the Lone Ie 
have for my Native Soil, l 
and a juſt Concern for If 
the Welfare of my Dear if 


Countrymen , will not 
now ſuffer me to be ſi-· Ice 


lent. O 

The Inſolent Behaviour 01 
of this. Papitts, ben t 
| wr not to 7 t 


Methods 
er a BER 1 


torious to be conce 
1 1 Walt at further 

aving not 
the alt Fend 'Y to "aWa- 
ken Author 2 againſt 


— 


Nen 1 
9 0 Hom 2 
ona 1 
(ther, to Ja ſo modeſt in 
fully 15 20 ac nowledge the 
Indulgence. of of the Ga- 
verament; and to be con- 
tented to lerve God their 
own Way.i in D on 
not to preſume, to inſul 
Ache Pt Morden By by 
Icheſe repeated ww og 
to. pervert our People. 
As to; my. ſelf, eoaſi- 


; dering my I hays 
, i e en of 
Contro 519 157 but ae 


1 out of the Word. And 
mY am ker . 


The” Eyiftlt 


| | it is. much more profita- to 


ble, both for me and my I dr 
Pariſſi; to ſpend my time ¶ to 
in Deyotiori and Prack th 
cab Diſeburſes; than iii] ſtr 
theſe unpleaſing Diſputes. . 

And 1 have great rea- 
ſon to affirm ;” That the 
reſt of thy Brethren of 
the Church f | wa 
are likewiſe of the” 
Mind. 

But ade the 1 
nity of others, in eau. 
eing our People, hath for- 
ted us to it, we dare not 
new be Glerit's and think 

_ ourſelves obliged,as good N- 
Shepherds, not only to ſal 
| feed oùr nn but alſo fer 


to 


21 
—— 


to keep. themi from . 
dring into 


eg he, and 
to defend them from thoſe 


that would lead them a 
* 1 
ow, that Im 
inſtrumental to ſo nds 
Work.; and may through 
God's Bleſſing. aſſiſt you, 
to bold faſt. the Profeſſion 
F your Faith without wa- 
vering.; I commend; to 
your ſerious Peruſal — 
following racts , 
liſhed for 
mn CR in the Been 
& | Zovere 
And that. 
aid may-mak > oreak: 
er Im LEP 1. beg the 
(3 41 4 Free- 


N 


Degieatory, v 


Uſe. = 


: „ 
— 2———ij l’. — ũ . A ²˙¹ü!m ⁰bg½⅛ͤ“lÄ Ä _ 
py 8 


— 


| þends 1 er 


i de Hoi. 
Freedom tlius . to 
efiforce my former 


| Admmition. 


| 1s eur Thing 
10 change your 
Eternity de- 
nit: And there: 


fore, nls an an  unpardonabl 


8 


Error, to be guilty 


Raſhneſs in ſo wes 
Concern. - righy 


Be not pertwuded out 
of your Senſes with Con- 


fidence and Aae Nor 
de you preſently Co- 


d that rid Mer are 
in khe Rrght; berauſe they, 
ſay it 18 impoelſible they 

2251. 2 4 ſhoul . 


SDB. SSN , _-=n 


* * 0 ; ö 


to ſhould] be in tlie ug. 
42 e Mao — 
em you into. Wa 
by telling yoarThiziybu 
ng Regard ſuch Threatmny 
ur — — vba would 
le-. the Ravings of A Quaker; 
re- N nit he that cuumtnuerli 
Ill kinfelf} is approved ;"\hatr 
ot fl whom" the Lord comments 
Ae, 1 Cor. 10.18, 
Be not diſcouraged; 
nor ſuſpect the Frurii of 
your Faith hevauſę at 
Wir Hearing you cannot 
Anſwer a Sophiſtical 05- 
rc en. 1 | 
evi = iking Men, who 
-xpect loud Arguments, 
may 


vill Ile Eyiſtle, &c. 
may poſſibly be ſurprized - 
ö na dry niwith'; ſuch II 
leader Stuff. For̃ even 
a hid I may puzzle a 
Stateſman 5 l. ”y 
| Riddle. 10 


Burtheſe kindofT ricks 
n little examined, 
how trifling do they ap- 

pear? and ſigniſy nothing 
3 the Confidence of 
thoſe who "yy them. 
2 2N1{0) CN 99 

| " Remember bit, e | 

I. ende 1199 ba 

er 
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Country Parſon' 5 


ADMONITION 
10 HIS, . 


Paal ioners. 


0 U cannot 15 "Y 
ſerve che reſtleſs im- 
portunity of the Romiſh Cler- 
57 12 gain Proſelytes to 
eir Church. And tis pro- 
bable, that you your ſelves 
'ere long, may happen to 
hear from them. For they 
have different Forms of Ad- 
dreſs, . very plauſible and in- 
ſinuating, fitted to the Ca- 
; pacitie 


3 
| 
| 
. 


695 4 of all Sorts of Per- 


r 


A 


(25 


b: 
155 And thefefore that you o 
not be ſurpriz ed. with In 
Ctrarmers, MM impo- o 

ſed on by their Methods of N 


BDeceit 1 do chinkir my Du- 


ty thus to eg you a- || ſe 
gainſt them, b as ory you of 
© FP 


to obſerve thel g1 

ons. fis ar 
I. 4 Holy 7 ſu 
2. 4 mod: De p- 

on your S piritual. 775 TW 


As to the it of theſe, L 

me admonith you in the 
words of St, Jane, Sbew me 
zhy Faith by thy Noll. 

For it ſignifies nothing 
what Mens Profeſſion is, it 
their Practice is not anfwera- ſad 
ble. And he who 18 in earneſt an 
to ſave c Will doubt- IA! 
leſs be as much bara f Der Pf 


Sauched 


C3Y 
r- bauched Cares asf ernonebναã 
u Obi. ſthoſe do as 
h much, nay mote than theſe, 
> | occalion his Pamnattos. 
f || Idolthefe fore beg of yoi 
That as you do ORE e 
- || ſelves Members of the Church 
u / Englind;fo you would tate 
1- | great" Care, t your Lives 
and Converſations may be an- 
ſwerable to its Doctrine. 
„ The" Sum of Which Do- 
4 ctrine, as it relates to Pra. 
et 
e 


ice, you do fd in dis 

Churc Catechiſm," - anſwer 
to tho „ Queſfibns; u 
5 thy” Dk Yowards Col? and 
bat Al Hy Duty towards thy 
eigbbgun 2" Which I would 
Adviſe y N often to read, 
ft And ferivuſty* te conſider. 
t- Nund when 5 the Aſſiſtance 
dr Pf ye $ Blei a Spirit, uw 
Je have 


— — 


(4) 
have tranſcribed thoſe Au- 


fuers into your: Lives; let 


me then aſſure you, That 


the Ten Commandments thus 


practiſed, are the heſt Expo- 
ſition of your Creed. , any 
Man will do bis Will, be (hal 
know of the Docirine, whether 
it beof God, John 7. 17. For 


le that hath, to bim ſhall begi- 
ven; and be that. hath not, 


from him ſhall be taken, even 
that 2which be bath, Mark 4. 
25. 1. e. He who 2 2 
right uſe of that Grace 

Knowledge which Gos barg 
given him: He who values 
and improves it, and is truly 
thankful for it, 2 * [hall 


be e more. be that 


hath not; i. e. He” 8 hath 
not made a right uſe ayd 


: ee of his Grace or 


- — Kno wied ge 


wo 1 


k = — K _—_ A 
a - . \ 
4 * 4 ' 9 — rn 
grapes N Ys. "4 ” — 3.44 A. w'< * * 


Nx 
(s) 
Knowledge; from hiv: þþ, | 
t be talen, even that which be | 
˖ bab. ile SITIO en 
8 BZBut becauſe you muſt not 
expect, that God ſhould now 
teach and Inſtruct you inan 
1 extraordinary and miracu- 
er Ilous manner, as he did the 
Apoſtles, but mediately, and 
in che uſe of means: Nou are 
, ¶cherefore to conſider what 
en thoſe Means are, which God 
4 hath appointed fof your Di- 
2 rection and Inſtruction. The 
chief of which (to omit o- 
Fi thers ) is, wo TEE te x, 
+ - 4 modes Di ance ' | 
.be Mini — 2 ar 
I ſhall not now:inſiſtup= 
bat Bon the publick Offices of the 
Church, nor your Obligati- 
290 ſ on to attend them; as Prayers, 
, Ol Sacraments, a 


3 
E 


ny one deſigns to ſeduce os 
th 


from the Cmmuninn of the 
Cο,miα¹ hu 
un dO te Expedients I 
would propole, are theſe, 
h. Let ati be yt earneſt 
and daily Pruzer unto Gd 
Si nE Grate, t b 
iber Profegſten o yaur Faith, 
ain: . vou 
may vont ue in the ſame 
unto ybur lives End. i 
When yr rend | the 
Holy Scriptures, andzido find 
fome Plade wich is too dif- 
ficult for. you, do notithem 
pretend: to Interpret iniy dur 
feives: But hegthæe D ection 
ef your Hpiriturl G Ad 
deſire him to ſhe twiyos how 


a 2.4 


4 


7 Ov 


TSS SSS =. a 


ll your Cathbvlick Miſſionary 


-Y Ability-. for; ſath. Diſpures. 


(#) 
As far as poi 


ble avoid 


(419 
All Diſputes about Reli on. 
Benot carried about wth 5 


Wind ' of Doctrine Epheſ. 4. 
14. i. ty Do not hearken to 


the Whiſpers! of every bold 
Pretender, * 9145390 
| Which to Perſpmef your 
Capaclty is very ſtnſbtiable 
Advice. For, 75 comvinetGain 
chers, and to anſwer o 25 — 
ons, is 4 matter of Ki 
1 And aue 
a wor ing Peep 
Fog wear fot your! Gf) 
Bread) bp aged 
modeſty acknowledge” in 


youhaveneicher Leiſorè not 


And con: 
deſite h 


yo 
mm ce dei xs Hiſſ 


I ſed to diſcatrſe:of Reh 
O e 


your Devotion, 
Four | 


I} 
: 
IF 
1 
' 


lieve your Senſes, and could 


cv). 
that he would rather help 
chan dit 


Wa ere l 
- You may affure him, That 
vou ſhall not thinkyour Faith 
the leſs firm and Orthodox, 
becauſe you cannot return 
an Extemporary Anſwer to 
the premeditated Objection 
of a learned Adverſary. 


Tais poſſible that ſuch 2 


ſubtle Diſputant, as he is, 


1 e prove to 


Jou; at: Graſi 1 not Green 
And he might urge ſuch Ar- 
guments as would really baf- 
fle you; and to which you 


oOould not return any tolera- 


bleAnſwer, Zut yet for all his 
nn he might 
ce, he would not ſatis- 


For you would ſtill be- 


7807 not 


( 9')) 
o not think it of any other Co- 
uf lour. 
If this will not make him 
ee 3 But that he -_ 
ur che t 
= vileges dhe — 
Church: Te Security ber 
Faith; The Excellency of her 
bo Devotion; The great — =] 
and 5 — F ber — 
12er may reply, 
N 1 That 7 abe Pt — | 
2 BE ttle of the Pri 
of the Church of Rome. That 
to know the State of an 
Foreign Church, requires 
more Skill and Reading than 
n be expected from Per- 
ſons of your mean Conditi- 
on. That you are Members 
of the Church of England,” 
hich is a true Catholick and: 
poſtalick Church. That ano! 


without ſome urging; cauſe, | 


in the proper 
notion o it, i A canfleſs f- i 


; (re) 

this Church you were admit. 
ted by Ba — and with 
this Chamb yo hae held 
— all her Offi- 
c conſequently to 


ſcparace from this Church, 


is dow 
For Schi 


Sebi. 


paration. ti af: tht 


dhl Chah, of - which. ou * 
n ir, il ro 


And therefore he who Bari 


hath a mind ta make you his 
Rrofelyres, and will talk per. 
tinentiy, and toi tlie Point; Fes, 
befote he can pretend to 1 ind h: 
ve yo to to the Chuſch of 6 
Rome, he muſt firſt convince Arti 
vou, That it is your Duty to 
ae from the Church of Fe 
ud. In order to Which; oY 


£403 he i813 


(10 
he muſt plain prove, That 
che Church of Eyigland is no 
0 8 
„Cathaligit; conſtquento 
0 ly,” That. Salration cahnot 
| —. 4 be had in tha! 
e, Church of Laglmd: At leaſt 
Inot with ſuch Saſety; Cer - 
taintx, and Advantage $1.29 
it may in the Eburchi/iof 
eme. lo oninfol ods 26D 
. prove this he mu 
| nvinceyon,: That the Dos! 
10) Hrine oi the Church uf A 
ind is either Defettiua orFalſe;: 
Ff he pretends tht bo jad 
by He,: he muſt then dhewy; 
ts but there are ſome Truths 
of ece ſſaril co bo believed as 
ce kniclenef Faith; which the 
to Church of England doth not 
of cireadiact) And alſo that 
hs. l Uu- 


he ties, 


0129) 
ties, or Parts of Worſhip , 
which the Church of Eng- 
land either wholly omits, or 
_ elſe doch not require under 

any fuch Neceſſity. And let 
him here | inſtance to you, 
what thoſe Articles and Parts 
of Worſhipare, wherein our 
Church is thus Defecti ve. 
But if heaffirms, Secondh, 
That the Doctrine of the 
Church of England is Falſe, 
he muſt then prove, That 
the Church of Exgland doth 
|| require ſome unlamful Con- 
dition of her Communion ;ll;;, 
[and d that either in Faith or 
2 1 Plainly thus : H 
muſt make it appear, That 
her Faith is erroneous, and co: 
contrary to the writtenWordBſur 
of God; The Faith once d! 
liver'd to the Saints... _ ſuc 


" 


eden 


"HE therefore to give yon in z i- 
ing what he hath now laid, 
© 


1 lach a Peper ſuſpect 


0139 
that her Worſhip is Unlaw- 
ful, rſticious, or Idola- 
& d let him 3 
wiſe give you an ao 
and — ſhew = 
what particular Article 
our Falch * thus —_ 
And what particular part of {| 
our Worſhip he thinks wnlaw= 
ful. _ when he hath 
made xceptions you 
way then tell im, 
That your Memory! is 
105 ſhort; and if he pleaſe 


together with one or #20 
his beſt Arguments u 
thoſe Points; you may 
8 them at your- Le 


If he relofathe's give i 


(Cct4)) 
for a Cheat, and thats gie 
comes with a deſign to im; 
poſe upon you. For Truth 
doth not fear the Light, but 
ſubmits its Toners to The 
ſtricteſt Examination. 
But if he grants y dur 

Dore 5 then bring that Pa. 
per to Af, And piveme the 
opportunity to telt Fou my 
Thoughts of it; And - do 
here beg and intreat you! 
Hay” one hebe muſt an- 
fwer for your Bont if they 
berdih ch ug Foy: ect 
3 t you 
in this Pariſh rel — £6 
my Cars; that vo —_— 
de ſo Faithful both to 
And ne ds not t 15 
too confident of your gui 
Skit! 3" nor ti think! an Ar. 
unanſwerableß, be. 


cauſe 


7 
(#5). 
ou. your ſelves arb 
* nſwer it. 


ke cauſe you 
n+ _ able 


ord, x -yous do jud 0 
dent to conſi 
In . renal ether Ven 3 
ans, Lawyers, &c. 
Should ſome crafty Com- 
Mpanion pretend to your E- 
ny ares, you would not at 


do the entring of his Action; 
grant him Poſſeſſion ; — 


in- would conſult the I. 

oy in the Law, how to 

a) your Title, 

ou 9 \therofors do hot 
10 4 th your Religion 
or 2 "Trick But be 
Jeareful of your Souls as 
Jon are of your Eſtates; 


B 2 


the Affairs of * 4 


—— 


| 
5 
| 
| 
| 


0 160 


Les is bold faſt the Pro. 


feſſion of our Faith , -=—_ 


out Wavering 3 fer 5 
Fairbful that at Prom l, Heb 
20. 23. 7 It 
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 Country-Parſon's 
ADMO NITION. 
Hes % Papar cl 
Ronny Man's - us 
er. &c. Which hath 


made ſome Reflections upon 
The Country Parſon's Admoni- 


tion. But how juſtly and with 


what ſucceſs ( directed 

to make ſhort work ont ) I do 

thus briefly examine. . 
The exceptions againſt 


that little Trac, are 1. Gene- 


B 3 ral. 


N 


— 


— 


C 


ral. 2. Special. 
I. His General exception is 
againſt the Perſon who gives 
you this Advice. Who, a7 
je pretends, i is not duly qua- 
lified to write Admonitions, 
becauſe he is not Infallible. 
For thus he expoſtulates with 
me. 

Sir, You: do wat pretend. to 
fach Infallibility ; and therefor: 
if I muſt rely upon the Miniſte- 

rial Function, I eught in caſe iI 
eas he found, + {owe out ſuch a1 -1 
dune as is wnerring. ( Plain- Nb 
| Man's Anſwer, p 3. ) Andi 
| again. But what: ; 15 Thani 7 
| + Fo the Direction of the Minifte- 

rial Hinction? Canit ſecure me Wc! 
that the Reverend Divines Us 
the Church of England have Wore 
| bit upon the right ſenſe of Scrip- ru 
| vein But T fee * pretend not ND 
| | to | 


, C3) 
oſucli an Infallibility. ' And 
berefore Sir, I muſt. needs tell 
you, that as whenT make choice 
F a Phyſician or Lawyer , I 
ede to chuſe the beſt; So, if I, 
uſt make choice of a. Director, 
muſt and will make choice of 
lim, that can give me Security 
hat he neitber can nor will 
ead me aſtray 3 For I de wet 


a \ 
— — 
N * 
25 
1 o 


= — 
— 2 a 
= 


þ 
| 
{4 

4 

i 


Neve to rely upon any thing that 
e- Nan deceive me. p. 5. 
it |: 8 


W — 


The Sum of whichcharge, 


qa 

n- ben reſolved” into plain 
dngliſh, is this. 
1d Theſe Di vines of the Church 
e- England (are ſo mo- 
„eſt) bey dare not pretend 
of Wo be Infallible, and tbere- 
ve More they are not fit to be 


p- Fruſted with the care of Souls. 
ot WP» not -bearken to them, nar re- 
t B 4 24d 


ed eheir Admonitions. But th 
Prieſts of the Church of Rome 


1. e. they neither can nor will 


private Prieſt in the Church 


let him not think to ſatisfy 


lenge it. (pag.2.) What's this 
to the purpoſe ? We neee 


(45 


(if we could but make you 
believe it) they are Infallible, 


deceive you. * 

But are theſe Miſſioner 

in earneſt whilſt they inſi- 

fnateſach Things? Do they 

feally believe themſelves 
hen they talk at this rate! 
o put them to the Teſt ; 
Ask this very Miſſioner ; 

whether H, or any other 


BD 5 oe ot my = —, wi = AA = 


of Rome, is Infallible ? And 


7our Doubts by declaring ; 
Nhat he doth not find any „ 


ther, but thoſe called Roman 
Carholicks, that offer to chal. 


Se 88 


no 


GY. 
not be told that they 
challenge to be infallible ; 
We do not ſuſpect their con- 
fidence, but expect their 


proof. 


But now if this Miioner : 


ſhall acknowledge, that nei- 
ther he nor other -pri 

vate Prieſt 15 infallible End 
I know he dares not pre- 
tend the contrary) you are 
then to be admoni ſhed, from 
his own Principles, that ſuch 


fallible and erring Guides 


are not fit to be truſted. _ 
You have lately been re- 
minded, not to pin your Faith 
upon another s ſleeve, unleſs you 
could be ſure that ſuch a one on 
whom you rely, could not, nor 
would not deceive you. (p. 


3.) And therefore ( mygood | 
Pariſhioners) ſince ſomebody _. 
| 3 mut! | 


| 


| (6. 
muſt dire you, pray do you 


conſider z whether it is not 


more prudent to truſt your 


oven Parſon, than a fallibl 
pretending Prieſt? +» 


If this Miflioner ſhall then 


further propoſe; that though 


he is not infallible himſelf, 
yet he can bring you to an 
Infallible Church , and that's 
as god. To this you may 
Anſwer; That though your 


Parſon is not infallible, yet 


he can bring you to infalli- 


ble Scriptures, and that's ber- 


ier. ' 


And 'tis inent to ob- 


ſerve ; that the Romaniſts 
themſelves, as well as we, do 
acknowledge theſe Holy 
Scriptures to be infallible; 
But we Proteſtants do de- 
clare that the Church of 

| 2 Rome 


Neither, at preſent, ſhall I 


flections upon the Miſſoners 


47) 
Rome is not infallible. And 
therefore, ſince in all doubt= 
ful Caſes the ſafeſt part is to 
be choſen ( and that's ſafeſt; 
ſay the Priefts, wherein 
both ſides. are agreed) do 
you ſtick to the Scriptures, 
and let them take their 
Church. Samet 

I ſhall not now enter 

on the Merics of the Cauſe; 
by examining the nature of 
this pretended Infallibiliry. 


take notice of thoſe Reafons 
which are here produced b 
this Miſſioner to ſupport rd 
Theſe, God willing, ſhall 
be conſidered in their pro- 
per place, viz: in my Re- 


Anſwer to the Plain- man s Re» 
ply. Which I hope, in due 


_ 
time, to publiſh. 
Ky So much for his General 
Seption. 
His Exceptions in Special, 
are againſt thoſe Directions, 
which by way of expedient, 
I deſired you to obſerve. 
x. He is not well pleaſed 
that I ſend you to your 
Prayers. To Pray unto God 
10 1 N „ to A*. 
aſs the Profe our Fait 
. ee Heb. 10. 
ih M | 
53 But this is to correct St. 
Paul, and not the Country-Par- 
fen. Who thinks it very 
proper ( ſince we are to 
pray in Faith) to turn an 
Apoſtolick Precept into 2 
Prayer. And being admo- 
. maſhed by the Apoſtle co hold 
fe our Profſſon in an hu 
| ble 


(9) | 
ble dependance upon the 
divine Grace, we pray unto 
God to enable us to do it. 

However at laſt he gives 
you leave to ſay your Pray- 
ers. But then he tells you, 
it muſt be in this Form, FI 
be not in the right, &c. And 
If I be in the right, &c. 

But will this Miſſioner al- 


low his new Converts, to. 


pray with theſe f and And's? 
If he grantsthem ſuch liber- 
ty, let me then deſire them 
daily to repeatthis Prayer. 


F the Church of Rome, 0» 
which I have now profeſ- 
ſed my ſelf a Member, is. nut a 
ſound Catholick Church ; but 
in any inſtance is erroneous, Su- 
perſtitious and Idolatrous ; Lord 
pardon my Errors, and lead me 


into 


[4 10.) 
into the way of Trutb. And 
/ the Reformation of the Church 
of England, is juſt and war- 
rantable, and agreeable to thy 
Holy Mord; Lord 2 


Eyes, #hat I may acknowledge 
my miſt ake and return into 


Ver Communion. Amen. 


E here it ſhall be fur- 
ther urged ; That this 


Conditional way of pray- 


ing is indeed very fit for 
Proteſtants, who are not in- 
fallibly ſecure that theit Faith 
is true, being various and 


uncertain; 


j 3} : 
But theſe kind of Prayers 
are never to be uſed by Ro- 


man Catholicks, who are 


certain that their Faith is 


true; and that they are in 


the right, as being e 


- — 


(11 
of an Intallible Church: 
Tell him; {1 

This is only to talk bie b 
and to be Judge in his own 
Cauſe, For, 1. A man may 
be certain, and ſure that he 
is in the right, without be- 
ing Infallible. _ . 

2. There is greateruncer- 
tainty, more Diviſions and 
diverſity of Opinions (and 
chat in matters of Faith) in 
the Church of Rome, than 
there are in the Church of 
England. ; 

If he ſtartles at theCharge, 
and thinks himſelf affront- 
ed; deſire him (for his ſa- 
faction ) to return an An- * 
ſwer; to the learned Bp. 
Scillingfleet upon that Sub- 
ject. The 


2. Direction (with which 
* 


Scriptures, and do find ſom 


the Direction of your Spiritual 


But the Reaſon is evident 


(120 

"likewiſe he is pleaſed to find 

fault) was this 
When yon read the Hoh 


place which 4 too difficult for 
you, do not then pretend to in- 
rerpret it your ſelves. But beg 


Guide; and defire him roſhew 
you how it is to be underſtood, 

It ſeems this Gentleman 
is reſolved to ſhew his skill; 
otherwiſe this Expediens (for 
a Reaſon that he knows 
might have paſs d without tt 


R —_—%. > _ ww. 


ſi 


his Cenſure. e te 


ITis very ſurprizing, that *; 
a Romiſh Prieſt, who expeds 
ſuch blind obedience to hi} co 
Dictatet, ſhould yet be thu 25 
offended at this honeſt Ad. 
Vice. 1 


For 


( 13 ) 
For whilſt the good Pro- 
teſtants of England are {0 kind 
to Li, and ſo careful of 
themſelves, as to own 2 
Clergy (as Bleſſed be G 
they do, notwithſtanding all 
the Arts of Rome to 7 


ſubmiſſion n+ h this Au- 
thor ſuggeſts ) with reſpectk 
to the Church of nd, 
'tis an ON Reflection. - 

We do indeed deſire you 


to take our Advice: *. | 


that we oy Dominion over 
Jour Faub, but are belpers. 


7 fer by Faith Je fan 
0 1 f 
* Now 


| _ tend to interpret? 


«r4) 

Now the Scriprure is the 
only Rule of our Faith, 
and as ſuch (toluſe his own 
expreſſion) ve ill and and 
fall by it. ( Plain- mans An- ii 
ſwer. p. 4.) And therefore 
(as he well reminds you ) In 
you' muſt [earch diligentiy and m 
eber hy into it yourſelves. (Ib. 
p. 4.) Imitate thoſe noble in 
Bertaus, who received tbe auerd of 
fre all readineſs of mind, and 

arched” the"Striptures tail p 
whether | rhoſe dg Senſe in 


N. R e 10077 
But to what purpo be ane th 
this Author) do you read the 


Seriptures, which neither you, 
nor. your Clergy, can pre- 


And why not? — 
che Divines of the Church 


of England intexpretSccipturs 
Ve o\ F 5 28 


Cs) 
as well as the Prieſts of the 
: Churgh of Home ? No ſaich 
, „ becauſe they are not 
7 mille, ( and BY he up- 
braids us at leaſt Ten times 
in chis very Anſwer. ) 

e But what ſtrange i 125 
nence is this? That th 
men ſhould he thus concern 4 
5. for the want of infallibility 
© Win others; who have ſo little 
Jof ic chemſelyes. 
For is there any thing 


ing, than thoſe vaſt Volumes 
of Popiſh Commentators, , 
chat even make our ſhelvesto 
crack? And yet all theſe, 


and. publiſhed, with the u- 
ſual Approbations „ and per- 
miſlu Superiorum. 


ch Now had I leiſure; to ex- 


16 poſtulate, 


more fallible and 2 | 


allible as they are, owned 


_— x n 
* 


Sa r 8 
— — 
5 — 


2 


(16) 
poſtulate, I would deſire 
this Miſſioner (who writes to 
me in your name ) toreſolve 
me: That — 2 be 
very profitable for all Chri- 
ſtians , that the Scriptures 
ſhould be i»fallibly interpret- 
ed; why doth the Churchof 
Rome employ particular Do- 
Rors to Interpret them fal. 
libly ? Why are ſuch different 
and contradictory Expoſiti- 
ons publiſhed by her Autho- 
rity ? Why doth ſhe not ra- 
ther Petition his Holineſs, or 
whoever elſe is beſt able to 
do it, to explain them Infall. 
bly ? Why doth ſhe hide ber 
Candle under a Buſhel , and 
keep her Talent, of interpret. 


ing Scripture infallibly;wrap — 


up in a Napkin ? How ſuch 
unfaithfulneſs can be an- 
ſwerd 


— 
* 
1 
0 
i 


7 I 


"d 


(17) 


ſwer'd to her Lord and 
Maſter Feſas Chriſt, I leave 
him ſadly to conſider. To 


him that knoweth to do good 


and doth it wot, to him it is ſin. 
James 4. 17. 
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Infalli ibili ty 


or THE 
Church of Rome. 


2 Huber, | 

O U have often told 
| me, That the Church of 
ume 1s Infallible: And that 
neither the Church of Eng- 
. nor any other Proce- 
tant Church, can pretend 
o be ſo. And then you 
Es G have 


Controverſie betwixt us, you 


diſtinctly to debate them. But 


„23 
have with great Triumph 
demanded ; Whether it i; 
not moſt prudent, to ſub . x, 
mit my ſelf to an Infallible 
Guidance? 


"0 which T do thus re * 
P 


* 5 

Fou ſay, Fathers , Fhat,, 
the Church of Rome it Ife ch, 
lible ; but pray how do you 
prove it? And let me ad-] 
moniſh you, it will be for,;4 
your Eaſe as well as mine an 
to fix upon this ſhort andi 
Compendious Method. 

For, the particular Points in 


know , are many. And it 
would take up a long time 


if you can convince me, that 
your Church is Infallible; you 
will then make ſhort work 
Es by ont, 


| C39 
on't, and proye them all at 
PIE once. | 
- OY For if your Church cannot 
ub- Err, it muſt then be acknow- 
ble ledg'd that ſhe hath not Er- 
red. And conſequently , 
re- whatever ſhe hath propoled 
Jas an Article of Faith, it ought 
hat to be received as ſuch. So 
fal that prove this, and Al's your 
wn, | . 
20. Now in order to m Con- 
forviction, let us diſtinctly ex- 
neſamine what this Infalibility 
inddoch ſignifie. Which J hope 
„ doth not work by way of 
» WHCbarm ; but if there is ſuch 
Vouga pri viledge in your Church, 
üaoubtleſs it admits of a ra- 
tional expli cation. 
And though I find it very 
difficult to underſtand your, 
Diſcourſes about this matter 
C2 (which 


(which are ſo various and 
uncertain , expreſſed with 


b 


(4) 


ſuch diffidence and caution, 
that I can ſcarce think you 
believe it your ſelyes ) yet 


If there is any ſenſe in this 


Propoſition, The Church cf 
Rome is Infallible , it muſt 
then denote one of theſe two 
Things. ; 


I. The Indeſe#ibility and 


Duration. O hlt 
2. The Infallible Direfli- 
on of that Church. 
Ifonly the former ; Then 
the Infallibility of the Church 
of Rome doth ſigniſie no 


more than this, viz. 


It is a certain infallible 
Truth; That the Church of 
Rome ſhall never be extinct, 
hall never ceaſe to be a 
Church. Chriſt hath bail: 
3 | F her 


Ah. land. 


ind 


ich 


OU 
vet 
his 


(5) 
ber upon the Rock; and-+he 
Gates of Hell ſhall — prevell 
againſt ber. « 

To which Interpretation 
of your Infallibility I make 
bold to Reply chal, 1179 
Things 1 08 ab 

I. It is not true. ö 

2. It it not 7 FOR 4 

As to the Firſt; There 
are indeed many comforta- 
ble Promiſes, that the Church 
Catholick ſhall never be ex- 
tinct. Chriſt hath promiſed 
to be always with her 10 the 
end of the . World. And the 
Gates of Hell (or of Death g 
hall not prevail againſt ber. i. 

e. Maugre all the Malice of 
Men and Devils, the Church 
of Chriſt halb never wholly 
be deſtroyed. . True Reli- 
gion ſhall, never be ſo far 


C 3 dri- 


MW)... 
driven out of the World, 
but that it ſhall always have, 
ſome where or other, ſome 
that believe an i profeſs it in all 
— neceſſary to a 
But pray, Fathers, what's 
this to he C bareh of Rome ? 
For though it is the noted 
_ miſtake of your Mriters, to 
call the Church ef Rome the 
Church Catbolick ( and then 
to apply all the Promiſes of 
Protection and Preſervation 
to her as ſuch ). yet this is 
only their on confident 
Suppoſal, without the leaſt 
manner of Proof. 
Indeed the Church of Rome 
fo far as ſhe is Orthodox 
and holds the Catholick Faitb, 
ſo farſhe may be truly call- 
ed A Catholick Church. But 
ſo likewiſe may n 
419 —4 p * 


(PY 
England, the Church of 
„Denmark, or any other par- 
e ticular Church. But now 
do aſſert; That the Church of 
Rome ( though ſhe were as 
Catholick in her Doctrine 
as ſhe can pretend) is The 
Catholick Church, excluſive 
of all othèrs ( beſides the 
uncharitableneſs of the opi- 
nion) is as great an impro- 
priety of ſpeech as to af- 
firm, That g part is tbe aubole. 
Or, That one ſngle member, 
ſuppoſe àa Hand or a Fot, is 
the whole Bode. 
Now that the Church of 
ne Reme is but a particular 
Church (a branch and 
5, I member of the Church Cæ- 
ll. N rholick ; and as ſuch may 
ut cecſe and be extindt, as an 
eh other particular Chur 
7 C 4 way) 


\ 
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i) 


by St. Paul. Rom. 11. 18, 
"4 21. Boaff not. againſt rhe 
Branches: but if thou boaſt , 
thou beareſt not the Root, but 
the Root thee———Be not high- 


ared not the natgral Branches, 


q take heed left be alſo [pare not 
thee. 


In ſhort. The Church of 
| Rome hath no ſpecial Promiſe 


br Priviledge, above ot ber par- 
ticular Churches, of immuni. 
9 from falling, either from 
the e of Faith, or Fn 
il  mwhole Faith it ſelf. . 


If there is fen a Privi 
ledge or Promiſe, let it then 
be produced, and I ſhall 
wich the greateſt ſubmiſſi- 
on beg pardon. for this mi- 


Put 


| may ) is plainly determined. 


minded, but fear. For if God, 


(9) 
But ſuppoſe'this Expoſiti- 


on of your or fall were 


true, yer | | 
2. Ir- is neff bg n 
not anſwering thoſe . 
ſor which this Priviledge i in 
youͤr Church is pretended. 
For let it be granted; 
That the Church o Rome is 
not only a true Church at 
preſent, but alſo ſhall ſtill 


ſo continue to the end of 


the World. What then? 

Will you chence inſer, 
That the Members of the 
Church of England are obliged 
to ſeparate from their on 
Church, and embrace the 
Communion of the Church 
of Rome? 

As. mean' as my Educati- 
on hath been, I hope: you 
do not fancy q _ Jam 

1 C 5 tus 


( 10) 
thus to be impoſed on. 

For even my {lender Ca- 
pacity can eaſily apprehend ; 
That to prove the neceſſity 
offuch a ſeparation, you muſt 
not only tell me , "That the 
Church of Rome is a Church, 
(for 1 agrees the Church 
of nd) but you ought 
2 e che 2 „ 
of the Cauſe it ſelf, by ex- 
amining, The pretended 
Defetts of the Church of Eng- 
Ind on the one hand; and 
the pretendedPrivilegesof the 
Church of Rome on the other. 
Of _ I ſhall Fo no- 
thing further at preſent. But 
ſhall only ah to ob- 
ſerve ; That A true Church 
way be a corrupt Church, As 
a Man may be truly a Man, 
and yet may be very dan- 
gerouſly ſick. - But 


(11) 


But will you thence affirm; \ 
u 


Becauſe ſuch a poor Pati- 
ent ſtill retains the Eſſence 
and Being of a Man, that it 
is therefore my 8 to 
change condition wich him? 
If you and I were in two 
Boats, and yours let the 
Water in to the hazard of 
your life, can you think it 
fic that I ſhould run out of 
my own 5p becauſe 
you could aſſure me it was 


a true Boat or truly a Boat 


ſtill ?. 


The Application is eaſie; 


and pray, Fathers, make it 
to your ſelves. 


I hope you are now ful- 


ly convinced, that this fir 
notion of · Ixfallibility will do 
you little Service. Let us 
therefore proceed to ex- 
amine the Se- 


C 12 ) 


Second, viz, The Infallible 
Direction of the Church of 
Rome. Which your Wri- 
ters do commonly thus ex- 

plain. wx PIPES 

That ſince the Wiſdom of God, 
for the direft;on of bis Church in 
Faith and Worſhip, hath reveal- 
ed his Will in Scripture and Tra- 
dition; ant fince both Scripture 
and Tradition are liable to be 
miſunderſtood, and the ſenſe of 
them miſtaken : to ſecure Chri- 
ftians from Error, there is a 
living Infallible Fudge, conſti- 
kuted and appointed by TFeſm 

Chriſt, to determine all Contrc- 

Verſies in mattersof Faith; and 


to explain all difficult Places f 


Scripture. And that thoſe,and 
thoſe only, uh ſubmit them- 
fetves N this Infallible Fudge, 9 

Es 7": 7" I 


Dro, Bi Ms fi Gs. 5 YO ph es hg Was 


a 


he 


613) 


the true members f the Catho- 
lick Church: But that all others, 
whether Proteſtants, Hugo- 
nots, or however elje denomina- 
ted, who reject this Fudge, are 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. 
This is the ſubſtance of 
what your Authors ſay on 
this occaſion. Particular] 
a late Treatiſe called Seek and 
you ſhall find: Printed by H. 


Hills, Permiſſu Superiorum, 


doth thus declare, p. 6. Ir 
is manifeſt this bare Writing 
(the Scripture ) without 
* ſome living Fudge to inter- 
" pret it, can never end Contro- 
* verſies, nor ſecurely teftifie to 
"wm what we muſt adhere to, 
"in caſe of difficulties ariſing 
from the meaning of the words. 
It remains then neceſſarythere 
' ſhould be ſome Supream Judge 


or 


( 14 ) 

* or Court of Fudicature among ft 
© them who have embraced that 
Religion; to the Sentence of 
* which every one muſt be o- 
* bliged to ſubmit , and conſe- 
* quently it muſt be ſecured from 

© Error in it. 1 
It ſeems then, Fathers, an 
infallible Judge is neceſſary 
upon theſe :wo accounts. 1. 
To interpret the Scripture, 

2. To end Controverſies. 
That I may therefore nei- 
ther reſt the Scriptures to my 
own Deſtruction ; nor make 
a Schiſm in the Church, by 
holding any Doctrine con- 
trary to the Catholick Faith; 
Pray, Fathers, reſolve me; 
Who is this Infallible Fudge ; 
that ſo upon occaſion I may 
conſult him? Who is this un- 
erring Guide; that ſo I may 
0 ſubmit 


( 15) 
ſubmit my ſelf to his Con- 
duct? Pray give me a di- 
ſtin& and particular Anſwer 
to this important Queſtion. 
And donot any longer trifle 

wich me in 1 weighty a 
concern. Do not think to 

1 Mſaticfie my Scruples by at- 

frming; That it is ſufficient 

for ſuch an ignorant Man 
as I am, to know, That the 

Church is Infallible; and that 

all further Inquiries are whol- 

ly needleſs in ſo plain a 

matter. 


ent, unleſs you can parti- 
cularly reſolve me, Who it 
is that hath the manage- 
* 3 ment of this Priviledge in 


your Church, * 


. Tellme therefore diſtinct 
Wy; Who is this Infallible 


Guide ? 


I ſay this is not ſuffici- | 


(26) 


Guide ? Where may J find 


him ? And that my Propo- 
ſal is pertinent and proper, 


I do thus convince you. 


Suppoſe J am travelling 


to a certain Town: And do 


ask the next Man I meet, 
Which is the right way? 
Who tells me it's a very 
croſs Road to find, and! 
may eaſily mils it. Bur, 
ſaith he, though I cannot 
direct you my ſelf, yet there 
is a Manhves in that Fillage, 
who knows every ſtep fo 
exactly; that if you take 
him for your Gi e, you can 
not poflibly be miſtaken. 


Pray, Friend, ſay I, A. 
what Houſe doth this honeſt 
Man live? What is his Name:? 
How may I come to the 
ſpeech of him? What man- 
- | g ner? 


(17 
ner of Man is he, ſhould I 
happen to meet him? Nay! 


faith he, I know nothing of | 
all that, but you mutt find. 


him as you can. 


Now ſuppoſe every Mai 


in the Village gives me the 
ſame wiſe Anſwer, what an 
admirable Direction would 
this prove? 
This is our very Caſe, 
We are all Strangers and 
Pilgrims in this World : 
Travelling towards that hap- 
py Place, the Heavenly Fe- 
ruſalem. For direction in 
our Journey, God hath gi- 
ren us a Chart or Map, the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, 
Search the Scriptures, | for in 
them ye.think ye hawe eternal 
Life, and they are they which 


teſtify of me. John 5. 39. 
Is | But 


(28) 
But now the Church of Sum 
Rome tells me, That cel. 
Scriptures are à very imper 
ect and uncertain Diredti- Ia m. 
on: In which there are ſome I gern 
things bard to be underſtecd, 1 1 
which the unlearned and wnſta- thi 
ble wreit to their own Deſtru- gain 
And therefore T am admo- N 414 
niſhed, not to meddle with F 
theſe Scriptures my ſelf, Mr, 
which are very dangerons clini 
things, but to reſign both 
them and my own Judg- 
ment into the hands of the 
Church, and then I am ſafe, 
For the Church being Inf. 
lible, can infallibly interpret 
all difficult Places of Scri- 
pture and can furniſn me 
with ſuch a Guide as will 
| certainly direct me. 
* | Upon 


(19) 

Upon this peremptory 
Summons, it is my repeated 
requeſt ; That you would 
particularly inſtruct me in 
a matter of ſuch great Con- 
gernment;. E 5 ASE 

Tell me diſtinctly who 
this Guide is, and I do a- 
gain faithfully promiſe to 
reſign my ſelf to his Con- 
duct. . ; 1898 F 

For I do firmly aſſure you, 
Fathers, T am ſo far from de- 
clining Conviction ( the u- 
ſual Objection againſt Pro- 
teſtants) that J have dili- 
gently enquired after this I»- 
allible Guide in all places, and 
in all Companies. I have not 
only propoſed this Queſtion 
to the learned Men of your 
Church in perſonal diſcourſe; 
but have alſo given my. 

elf 


a G9 Ss = V 


K 


ſelf the freedom to read ſuch 


of your Authors, as I thought 
moſt likely to Inſtruct me. 


Moore eſpecially. I have had 


the curioſity to read theSto- 
ries of your eminent Con- 
verts.” Who generally pre- 
tend to have left the Church 
England, for want of ſuch 
an infallible: Guide, which 
they fancy to have found in 
the Church of Romeo. 
Mater Waddeſworth com- 
plains to his old friend Biſſo 
Bedell, That this, aeg 
other Motives, did occaſion 
him to forſake the Church « 
England, viz. the want of « 
certain, humane, external, in- 
fallible Fudge to interpret Scri- 
2 and define Dueftions 0 


Faith without error. p. 328. 


And Mr. Creſ gives this 
| Reaſon 


CF - 
Reaſon of his Converſion to 
Rome; 


England' is a failable and a falli- 


bl: Church. Append. to Exo- 


mol. p. 480. 

Now fince Mr. Cre doth 
more particularly treat of 
the Infallibiliry of the Church 
of Rome (it being the whole 
. n of his Exomologeſis to 

plain and defend it) I 
04 with great exactneſs ob- 
ſerve that Diſcourſe. Where- 
in I could not but take par- 
ticular notice of theſe me- 
morable words. p. 501. 


M ben it is ſaid, Te Church 


"is Infallible, theugh this be 
commonly under od of all 
*the whole Church in general; 


"yet, when we ſay, 
[nfallible Guide; ; it is mo#t 


' ordinarily underſtood of the - 
© Church, 


Becauſe the Church of 


8 e is an | 


| 
| 
1 
[ 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( 22 ) 
© Church , ſpeaking by ſome 
© Authoriſed Poſs or Perſons 
© repreſenting the whole Body. 

He re, Fathers, I did ratio- 
nally expect, that Mr, Cref- 
/ ſhould have particularly 
n , Who this infalli- 


ble Repreſentative is. 


What a fair opportunity 
was here offered diſtinctly to 
inſtruct us in this weighty 


matter? And therefore you 


muſt needs allow me to be 


ſurprized at his following 
9 — e 

© About this Repreſentative 
* there is diverſity of opinions 
among Catholicks.. ,_ 

Which in plain terms is 
this, Catholicks are not ye 
agreed who is this Infallible 
Guide. 173 1725 

And now, Fatbers, pray 
| + x. conſider 


(23) 
conſider how you have tri- 
fled with me. 

You call hard upon me, 
to leave the Church of Eng- 
land. T ask you, Why? Be- 
caufe otherwiſe , fe yen, 
You cannot hope to be ſa- 


ved. For without Faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God ; And 


the Church of England hath 


no Faith, % 

But why, Fathers, hath ſhe 
no Faith? Doth fhe not be- 
leve the ancient Creeds? 
And doth ſhe not acknow- 
ſedge thoſe very Scriptures 
out of* which thoſe Creeds 
are taken? | 

That's true, But, Alas, 
theſe ſigniſy nothing. Be- 
cauſe ſhe hath no 7falible 


Guide to ditect her, how to 


underſtand theſe Scriptures, 
or 


— 


deſirous I am, if poſſible, 


* * x1 


"XRF, 

or to interpret thoſe Creed: 
I do then demand , Where 
ſuch a Guide may be found? 
You ſay, Is the Church of 


Rome. I do next very pere 


tinently ask you, Who ut bis 
unerring Guide ; that ſo, by 
ſubmitting my ſelf to his Dire: 
ions, 1 may receive the bene- 
fit. of his Conduct? 

And what ſhuffling An- 
ſwers you do give me to. ſo 
plain a Queſtion , I am e- 
yen aſtoniſhed to repeat. 
And now, Fathers, though 
what I have already propo- 
ſed is too juſt a prejudice a- 
gainſt your Church ( for if 
you cannot agree amongl 
your ſelves, there is little hope 
you ſhould ſatisſie me) yet 
further to convince you, ron 
0 


Ned; 


4,7 5 
an happy Accommodation, 
Ido thus nee in wy En- 


quiry. 


That this Tofallible Guideis 
ſome Authoriſed Perſon or 
Perſons; | repreſenting the 
whole Body. 

Let us therefore impartial- 
y examine; Who is this in- 
fallible Repreſentative i in your 
Church ? 

Which certainly can be 


no other but one of theſe 


* * = 


Two. © 
1. His Holineſs the Pope. Or, 
2. A General Council. | 
As to the Firſ# 5 I have 


been told that though the 


Teſuits , the Canoniſts, and 
luch like Cotrt-Paraſices , 
have faid 1 2 for ir ; yet 

it 


Lou love, already grun 


(26) 
it is generally eſteemed, by 
the more ſober and learned 
Cathclicks, a very weak and 
viigiounded opinion; and 
as ſuch is uſually rejected. 
Wherein the PAPI8 T 

REPRESENTED 
( who I fuppoſe ſpeaks the 
Senſe of your whole: Party 
here in England) doth thus 
fully inſtruct us, p. 42. 

Though fome do allow 
him (the POPE) the 
© afliftance of a Divine Infal- 
* kbility, without being in! 
© General Council, yet he % 
© fatisfied, tis only their o- 
pinion, and not their Faith, 
© There bring no obligation from 
f he Chanel, of a{jenting 70 4. 


i ſaeb Doctrine. 
From whence I do ob- 
ſerve; 23} ien bit 2100 
5 5 That 


(27) 

boy That a Papi/ truly Repre- 
x ſemted is ſatisfied , wy —_ 
nag mt infallible. And indeed, 
nd Fsbert, fo am I. Thus far 
then we are agreed. 

Let us now proceed with 
DElthe ſame Candor, to ex- 
he amine the pretences of a Ge- 


ty Nera Council. 
us Which I might * brief- 
y, and yet very effectual- 


ly thus diſpatch. 

1. If General Councils 
confirmed by the Pope have 
2 FaQually erred. 

» 2. If General Councils 
confirmed by Popes, have 


made Definitions and De- 


crees plainly Contradicvry 

one to the other. | 
3. If a General Council 

- (confirmed by one Pope, 

. h been condemn'd by a 

* D 2 8 


(28) 


General Council, confirmed 
by another Pope: Then F. 
thers, T hope you will be for- 
ced to acknowledge , un- 
leſs Contradictions can be 
true, That a General Coun- 
cil is not Infallible. ' 
As to the truth of theſe 
particulars, the Divines of 
the Church of England have 
clearly proved them to you, 
beyond poſſibility of a Re- 
ply. And are ſtill ready to 
refreſh your memories when 
you ſhall deſire it, 

As to my ſelf, Becauſe 
ſuch enlargement doth re- 
guire more skill, in Ecclef- 
aſticæl Story, and the Re- 


cords of the Church, then can 


be expected from a Perſon of 
my mean Capacity; I ſhall 
therefore waye that kind of 

| proof, 


(29) 


proof. And ſhall thus give 
you my thoughts, in a more 
plain and familiar manner. 
You ſay, . Fathers, that a 
General Council is this in- 
fallible Judge, this unerring 
Guide. Let me thèrefors 
ask you this ſhort Queſtion: 
Is there any General 
Council at this Day aRual- 
ly now ſitting, in any 
of the Chi iſtian World? 
I am ſure you cannot 
pretend that there is. And 
if not, Then there is no Li- 
ving Infallible Guide in the 
preſent Church of Rome. 
I have propoſed this Scrus 
ple to ſome of your Learn- 


ed Men: and the Anſwer 


they have returned is this, 
(which if you do not like, 
pray give me a better ) vi. 

Dy - - "= 


. 

That though there is no 
Council actually now ſit- 
ting, as to their Perſons ; 


yet there are many Coun- 
cils ſtill extant in their Do- 
ctrines, Fhoſe Reverend Fa- 
thers do ſtill live in their 
Canons and Decrees, Which 
being committed to Wri- 
ting by faichful Scribes and 
Notaries : And authentick 
Copies thus taken, they 
were thence publiſhed for 
the Direction of the Church 
in all ſucceeding Ages. 


To which I do thus hum- 
bly Reply. 
How often, Fathers, have 
you told us; That 20 meer 
Writing can be a Fudge ( this 
being the ve 8 why 
you deny Capacity 
a: to 


c rented nn HtantDs 


(310 
to the Holy Scriptures, }\ - 
Tor by a N all wiſe 
Men undetſtand a Perſon 
* endued with Life and Rea- 
ſon; able to hear, to ex- 
amine, to declare his mind 
to the diſagreeing Parties. 
* Which no meer Writing, 
© which is deaf, dumb, and 
ina nimate can be able to 
LOO To enen 5 
V. Charity maintained | by 


Catholicks; Cap. 2. H. 3. p. 


So that theſe Canons be- 
ing but a Writing, they may 
indeed be à Rule, but they 
cannot be a Fudge. 

And hereupon, for my 
better ſatisfaction, pray re- 
ſolve me theſe Querier. 
1, Suppoſe a Controverſie 
ſhould ariſe about the Canons 
voy 0”. -oF 


(32) 
of any Council, how and in 
what ſenſe they are to be 
underſtood; can ſuch De- 
erees determine themſelves 
andexplain their own mean- 


ing? | 

If ſo; then, 1 
Priviledge be granted to the 
Hoh Scriptures? Why Fan- 
not the Writings of God 
judge and determine Con- 
troverſies, as well as the 
Writings of Men? 

3. Whether cannot the 
Spirit of God, by which the 
Scriptures were indited, ex- 
preſs his mind as plainly and 
inteligibly as the Fathers 
of ahy Council? 

But now if you are forced 
to grant (and I do not ſee 
how yow can avoid it) That 
4 hang when 


(33) 


Council ſhall be controvert- 
ed, there muſt be ſome wing 
Judge to determine ſuchDit- 
ference : I am then ſtill to 
/[ek, what Tdoubt I ſha ne- 
e ver fend. Ye 98.” 

For after all this ſearch ; 
and the moſt ſtrict and dili- 
gent attention to your learn- 
ed Inſtructions; the Sub- 


ſaid in the matter is no more 
than this. 

The Church of Rome #5 
infallible 5 

That's certain. *Tis Hereſie 
to doubt i. 1 

But what this Infallibility 
1 fgnifies ? Whence you your 


Fi we Proteſtants (who are ſo 
en nuch upbraided with the 


D 5 want 


when the Decrees of any 


ſtance of what you have 


ſelves had it? Or, where 


—— — 


want of it) may find it? 
What Controverſies hath 1 

it decided ? What Texts of 

Scripture hath it explained? 

What differences hat i 

© a compoſed 2 
I "Theſe, Fathers, are ſome 

of thoſe Queſtions, which 

at your beſt leiſure I deſire 


— — IE nt —_— 


von to reſolve me. I / 
Þ 
1 
Wha: N 
| - 
Bi 
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Advertiſement. 


Ome Papers having late- 
J ly paff 
Romiſh-Miſſioner and a Coun- 
u -Parſon, it may not be im- 
proper ſo far to gratify the 
Reader's Curioſity, as to ac- 
quaint him with the occaſi- 
on of them. Which ſhall 
thus briefly be repreſented 
under the Title of 


A Reomiſh Prieſt 


wearied with the moiſe 
and burry of the Town, for 
bis Diverſion and Health, re- 
tires into the Country. Where 


ed , betwixt a 


5 


obſerving a Farmer, ina 


pleaſant field holdimg his Plough, 


in 


* 


The Argument. 


in. hopes of a Convert he enter; 
into a cloſe Diſcourſe with him, 
The Plough-Man at firſt is 
much ftartled with his Addreſi; 
and fenceth as well as his Mo- 
ther-Wit will allow him: and 
gives very good Reaſon ( ac- 
cording to ſome Directions from 
his Parſon ) why he ought not 
fo engage in Diſcourſes of that fore 
nature. Till at laſt, conquered il ref 
by the Civility or Importunity ill Cat 
of the Prieſt, be admits the Wl 44 
Debate. And, to bring the on 
Matter to a ſbort Iſſue, the Far- eth 
mer puts him to prove the In- fer 
fallibility f b Church. And Pl: 
withal defires him particularly C 
to inform bim, Who is this IF tp 
Living Infallible Judge; I Di 
that 5 upon occaſion be may led 


conſult him 2 Who is this un- Ac 
_ erring Guide; that ſo he 72 ne 
s 


— 


— 


P . 


The Argument. 
ſubmit bimſelf to bis Conduct? 
Moerein the Prieſt not being able 
to give bim any tolerable Satiſ- 
faction; the Plough-man i. 
ſo far from embracing the Com 
munion of the Church of 
Rome , that he « more firm 
and aſfectionate to the Church 
England than be was be- 
fore, And in Charity to the 
ref of his Brethren of the [ame 
Capacity with bimſelf, (by the 
Advice and with the Directi. 
on of bis Parſon) be publiſh- 
ah the Subſtance of the Con- 
ference, under the Title of, The 
Plain-man's Reply to the 
Catholick Miflionaries.#6:cb, 
together with the fore mentioned 
Directions of be Parſon, cal- 
d, The Country-Parſon's 
Admonition to his Pariſhio- 


ners, was ſo diſpleaſing to the 
Ro- 


The Argument, 


Romiſh Party ; that they have 
publiſhed a pretended Confutati- 
on of them both, Titled, The 
plain man's Aoſwer- to his 
Country-Parſon's Admoniti- , 
on: Together with the Mif- R 
ſioners Anſwer to the Plain- 
man's Reply. To the former 
of theſe an Anſwer hath been 
Sel) publihed, with this Title, 
wiz. A Defence of the Coun. 
try- Parſon's Admonition, a 
gainſt the Exceptions of che 
Plain-man's Auſwer. And « 
Reply to 1he latter, being a ful 
Vindication of the Plain man 
again the Miſſionet, « at- 
tempted in this following” Di- 


ceourſe. 


THE 


"2 1 A 
THE, 4 

Country-Parfott's 3 

REFLECTIONS. 


UPON THE 


Pariſhioner of mine, 
an honeſt Plain- man; 
was prevailed upon by the 
Importunity of others, to 
hearken to the Whiſpers of a 
Romiſh Prieſt. Who fug= 
geſted to him, that as v. iths 
out Faith there is no Salvati- 
on, fo without Tufallib;lity 
there is fio Faith; and that 
this Infallibiſtty is: only to be 
an forn 


Miſponer's Anſwers || 


(2) 


found in "hs Church of 

Rome, C9 
ThePliinm-man. wich Whom 
Ss and Doin are two 
iner, „ very. blunely de- 
mands ; How it appears that 
the Church of Rome is In. 
ſallible? And delires the 
Prieſt - to give bim iu I. riting 
one or tio of fi 


Gountry beſt Arguments, 
Picton a Ad. and AO promi 


monition 
| Them at bis lei. 


nene aſſutes him, 
be can prove by undeniable 
Arguments, Thacthe Church 
of Rome 3; infallible, - Which 
| he will undercake in this 
1 method. By ſhew ing, 
| re *$ ' What 35 meant n 


0. "Epoch of Rome. 


4. 7 bat 


—— AP — ——mẽ , 
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 lible. N 
4. Fromwhencethe Church 
V Rome had this Infallibi- 


lity. © 


* 4. How they prove it. 


* 5. Where we may find thu 


o 


* Church. 


*6, And laſtly, How we 


may know when ſbe ſpeaks to 
, and what ſhe teacheth. 


8 Anſwer. p. 


his Paper being ſent to 


he Plain-man, he gives it to 
is Parſon, and deſires his 
judgment of it: Intimating 
further, that the Miſfoner 
thinks theſe Arguments ve- 


ry convincing,and therefore 


expects an Anſwer to them. 
[ p. 21. 19 L 


Now 


2. What is meant by Infal- 


F 


— 


Ca 3. 

- Now in order to the Plain- 
mon's ſatisfaction (and the 
Miſſioner's alſo if he pleaſe 
to accept it) I do thus ex. 
amine that Pape? in its own 


Method. 


And Firſt I am not ſatis 
fied with his Deſcription of 
the Church of Rome, wiz. 

© By the Church of Rome 
© we do not mean the par- 
*f* ticular Dioceſe of Rome, 
* or any particular Church 
gor Aſſembly,” but the Ca- 
** tholick Church ſpread over 


© the face of the whole 


World, in Communion 
** with the Biſhop of Rome, 
* the Supream Paſtor of the 


© Church of Chriſt. 


L Miſfioner's Anſwer. pag. 


In this Deſcription here 
” man 


ar 


(5) 

are three Things ſuppoſed. 

1.That the Church of Rome 
is the deve Church.” _ 

2. That the Biſhop of Rom 
js the ſupream 5% of the 
Church of Chriſt. 

3. That theCatholick Church, 


ſpread over the face of the 


whole World, is in Communion 


with the Biſhop of Rome. 

The Zwo former are de- 
ny'd, therefore I expect 
their Proof, And the Third 


muſt not be granted without 


its due explication. 


r. As to the firſt, thePlain- 
may hath told him; That 


though it is the noted © mi- 
*{ſtake of ſome Writers, to 
* call the Church of Rome 


* the Church Catholick (and 


*then to apply all the Pro- 
miſes of Protection and 
Preſervation 


(6) 


© Preſervation to her as 
5e ſuch) yet this is only their 
© own confident Suppoſal, 
© without the leaſt manner 
© of Proof. | Plain-mans Re- 
pl, P. 10. 

Being thus admoniſned, 
- Why did not the Prieſt con- 
firm this Propoſition where- 
in his Cauſe is ſo much con- 
cern d? Nay ! Why did he 
thus prevaricate in omit- 
ting to doit, when fo fair an 
. occalion was offer d? 
For, Several Texts of 
Scripture (of which more 
anon) being cited by the 
Miſſioner, To prove the 
Infallibility of the Church of 
Rome, The Plain-man thus 
Replies. 

* muſt confeſs theſe are 


_ © great Priviledges, but J 
1 have 


0-3) 
« have been told theſe be- 
© long to the | Univerſal 
* Church, compoſed of all 
« Chriſtians. So that if yon 
4 can ſhew me, 
* 5. That theſe promiſes 

* were made to the Rema 
“Church, or that fhe 75 t 

* only true 'Chnrch of ' Chriſt, I 
3 ſhall moſt willingly hear 

* YOu. 

[ Miffioner's Anſwer. p. 149 

This Demand was ratio- 
nal and to the purpoſe. To 
which” the Aiſſoner maker 
this Anfwer. - 

This may be eaſily- mage 

clear to you, if you do 
ö but remember what I told 

vou we mean by the Ro- 

man- en "Church. 


5 wh | 
And What was chat he 
| had 


* 


: Rome is 


(+7 

had told him ? Even. this 
(but then you muſt take it 
upon his word) The Charth 
of Rome is the CatholickChurch, 
And further this Deponent 
faich not. 

No in kindneſs to this 


Miſſioner (that I may di- 


rect him in his Proof, which 
III aſſure him is expected 
from him) I ſhall a. little 
more diſtinctly examine this 
matter. 
Whcever ſhall 3 to 
prove that the Church of 
the Catholick 
Church, He muſt conſider, 
x. The nature bs the Chr. 
ian Church. 
2 He muſt examine, 
Why, and upon what ac 
ou the Chriitian Church 


$i: ies Cat bolick. rw "iy 


(2) 

tom thence he will be pre- 
C pared to determine; Whe- 
ker the Church of Rome is 
. Ithe Catholick Church. ; 
As to the nature of the 
Ichriſtian Church, the Tyent- 
5 Catechiſm, out of St. 4A. 
bine, | doth thus Inſtruct 


3 | 
c Eccleſia eff Populus fidelis 
per univerſum orbem diſperſus. 
Cat. Rom. P. I. c. 10. Sect. 


N | 
The Cbriſtian Church is, 
1 The Company of Believers { A 
"2M Society off men profeſſing the 
„ icb of Chriſt ] diſperſed and 
ſcatter d over all the world. 
And this Church is ſtile? 
Cetbolick in theſe Two reis 
pe cts. 
. /Vith reſpect to the Per- 
, who make this Profeſſion. 
E Who 


(100 
Who are not now confined 
to one Nation, or limited Ch 
to one People, as the Jewiſ My 
Church was. But in eum. 
Nation, be thut E 0 
and worketh Righteouſneſs, is * 


accepted with bim. Jed St.. 
Auguſtine | Ep. 170. | tells us 
Ti "as 63551 5 called C 4. 
THOLICK, becauſe it is; 
ſpread throughout the bal 
World. | 

2. With reſpect to the Faith 
which is 22 And ſo Ca. 
 tholickisthe ſame with ſound 
and Orthodox. In which ſenſe 
Particular Churches, and thei 
Biſhops of theſes Churches, 
in Anttent Writings, are ot- 
ten ſtiled Catholick; in op-. 
poſition to Hereticks and}. 
Schiſmaticks. 

Now in whether of w_ 

— 29 


( x1 ) 

o Reſpects will this Miſ- 
ea eoner pretend, that the 
e Church of Rome is the Ca- 
Neokck Church? 

1. Will he affirm, that ſhe 
b Catholick with reſpect to 
the Perſons who make this Pro- 
Vin? Then, ſhe is the 
hole Church. Then there 
s no other Church but the 
man ( taking in thoſe o- 
ber Churches which ſubmit 
oher Authority,) In ſhort ; 
Then the — Catholicks 


iſtianity, and there are 
op but Papiſts. 


r his conviction „ let me 
hen debe him to reſolue 


When any Member of 
| E the 


lune do make Profeſſion of 
to other Chriſtians in the 


if this be his meaning, 


* 
n 


at ce ly 7. 


. 
— Gi It IE om cn en ay — . — 
— 
— — . ; 


the Church of England is and 

reconciled, as they phraſe rſt 
it, to the Church of Rome; Woot 
Was that Perſon, before h 2; 
Reconciliation, a Member end 
of the Church of Cbriſt, ot 
was he not? Was he a Chri- 
ſtian, or was he not ? If 


not, Why then do they not dox £ 
admit him into the Church It 
by Baptiſm 2? | chen 
But if this Miſſioner i e 
forced to grant; That ſuch Ag. 

a Convert was a Chriſtian hi- 
and a Member of the ters 
Church of Chriſt even be- ber. 
fore he was a Roman-Ca ag 


tholick ; Then, there ar: 
other Chriſtians beſides Pa Cor 
piſts; and there are other b ch 
Chiutches beſides che Roma be! 
Then the Church of Rom ſubſt 
5 not the Wat Church 

b and 


- (13 ) 
and conſequently , in this 
firſt ſenſe: of the word, is 
not the Catholic Church. But 
2. Will this Miſſioner pre- 
tend; That the Church of 
Rome is the Catholick Church, 
in the other notion of the 
Fry „ i. e. Sound and Ortbo- 
0X «» KEE. 
If this be his Project, tis 
then expected, that he pre- 
a us an Anſwer to that 
ge Bill of Indictment , 
which. the Reformed. Wri- 


ters have  preferr'd againſt - 


her. And when he ſhall 
have given us Satisfaction, 
as. to all choſe Errors and 
Corruptions with "which ſhe 
is charged; As for Inſtance, 
The Sacrifice of tbe Maſs ; Tran 
ſulſtantiation, Half-Commu- 
nion, Prayers in an unknown 


E 3 Tongue, 


C124 1) © 
Tongue, Worſhip of Images, Inſet. ir 
Vocation of Saints, Purgatory Wout of 
and Prayers for the Dead, Re uken. 
Then and not till then, well Th 


may grant; That theChure 
of Rome 1s Catholick in this 
Second ſenſe of the word: 


And that ſhe is a Sound and Chur 
Orthodox Church. CrOAC 


And ſo I leave him to his 
Defence ( which he may 
prepare at his leiſure ), and | 
proceed to conſider his Se- 
cond Suppoſition, viz. i 

2. That the Biſhop of Rome I. 
is the Supream Paſtor of tht Chu 
Church of Cbriſt. ed fr. 

This is the Fundamentilſ on f 
Article of the Romifh Faith Lr. 
And yet there is not one nu 
word of it in the Apoſtle be ! 
Creed, which is the Sum offli0 
the Chrifian Faith. No nord 


yet 


(15) 
yet in the Holy Scriptures 
out, of which that Creed was 
taken. 1015 | 
That de facto thisSuprema- 
ey was not granted to the 
Biſhops of Rome, in the f 
ind pureſt Ages of the 
Church, but that their En- 
croachments were ſtill op- 
poſed ; is moſt evidently 
rlibewed by the learned Dy. 
I Cave, in 4 Diiſſertation con- 
1 eerning the Government of the 118 
Ancient Church. 1 
That the Britannich 
Churches were ever exempt- min 
ed from all foreign Juriſdit- 11 
on for the firſt Six Hundred I 
Mars, and fo ought to con- | 
eMtinue (if this Miflioner will | 
be lo modeſt as to hearken Wl | 
(Fo Inſtruction) the renown- 
ed Archbiſhop Brambal , 
We hath 


( 16 ) 
hath undeniably proved. Il rr 
And therefore, if profpe-W hut: 
rous Uſurpation may be call. 5;cc 
ed in Queſtion, I would as er 
Luo jure? This Supremacy 
of the Pope whence was it? 
from Heaven or of Men? Who 
gave him this Authority, to 
Rule and, Governthe whole 
Church of Chriſt? _ 
Their uſual pretence for 
ſuch exorbitant Power, is 
known to be this, viz. 
That our Bleſſed Saviour, 
before his Aſcenſion did conſti- 
tute St. Peter his Vicar, Deputy 
and Vicegerent : and as ſuch 
gave him a Monarthical Su— 
premacy and Furiſdiction over 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, and the 
whole Church. The which Su- 
ace was not Perſonal and 
emporary, to ceaſe with his 
'# C 8 2 Perſe 


TH WW —L—B ww x" + © 


( 7 17 i ) 
Perſon'( as rhe ApoP leſhipaidl) 
but was. to bs transferr'd td bis 
Succeſſor: 'The which Succe / 
ſer (ſay they ) it the 19 
of Rome» | 
This is their Plea- In 
confirmation of which theſe 
following 3 _ 
be eſtabliſhed.” | 
1. That St. Peter had a 
Primacy over the Apoſtles. 
2. That this Primacy did 
include a Supremacy. of Po- 
wer, and Dominion or Ju- 
fiſdiction over the Apoſttes. 
3. That St. Peter's Prima- 
cy, wich its Rights and Pre- 
rogatives was not Perſonal, 
e. derivable to his Succel- 
Ors. 111 91, 1 
4: That Se. Peng ws Bi- 
hop:of Reme, and continu. 
ed ll his Death in poſ- 
— E + | ſethon 


(a8) 

ſeſſion of that Office. 

J. That thee Biſhops of 

Rome, as Succeſſors of St. 
Peter ( according to God; 
inſtitution and by original 
Right derived thence ) ſfiould 
have an Univerſal Suprema- 
cy and Juriſdiction over the 
Chriſtian Church. 

6. That in fact the Roman 
Biſhops continually from St. 
Peters time have enjoyed and 
excerciſed this Sovereign 


Power.. 


J. That this Power is in. 
defectible and unalterable. 
. Theſe are the Pillars of 
the Romiſu Cauſe.. And 
therefore if this Miſſioner 
will be ſhewing his skill, let 
him practiſe upon theſe 
Points. But when he at- 
tempts ãt he ſhall find to - 
: q coſt, 


— 


= 
70 


of 


| (19 Y 
a ; 


|, that the Learned Dr 
Barrow:hath examined them 
before him: In his excellent 
Treatiſe of the Pope Supre- 
macy. To which I refer 
him. | D 

So much for that. I am 


next to examine his Wird 


Suppolition vx. 

3. That the Catholicł Church, 
ſpread over the face of the 
whole Warld, is in Communi- 


on with the Biſhop af Rothe. 


To determine this mat- 


ter, we mult conlider the 
Nature of Church-Commu- 
nion. Of which briefly 
e 
Church Communion, to 
ſpeak properly, dath chief- 
ly | reſpect 
Church. For to be in Com- 
munion with the Church, 
A it 


F * 
98 44 


the Univerſal 


( 20 49 A 
it is to be a Member of the 
Church. Catholick ; in plain 
terms, it is to be a Chriſti 
an; as we were made by 
Baptiſm, the Seal of the 
New Covenant. Into which 
Covenant being thus admit- 
ted, we are united to the 
whole Church. And by vir- 
tue of this Union, as Church- 
Members, have a common 
Right to all Church-Privi- 
leges and Bleſſings, and a 
common obligation to all 
Church- Offices and Duties. 
The which Communion 
(or Communication) in 
Religious Cuties, though it 
be limited and reſtrained, 
in the ufe and exerciſe of it, 
to particular Churches and 
Congregations (for all Chri- 
ſtians in the World cannot 

meet 


3 


(2x). 
meet together) yet all ſuch 
Acts of Worſhip ( as Pray- 


ers, Sacraments, Hearing the 


Word, &c.) are performed 


by us, as Members of the 
Catholick Church. And 
therefore we are obliged to 
Communicate in theſe Du- 
ties, not only with our on 
National Church, but alſs; 
if our occaſions do call us 
broad, wich any other 
Church in the World's Pro- 


vided that we may do it up- 
on Catholick' Terms Re | 


Conditions. 

Theſe things promiſe 
we are now -prepared/-to6 
Determine”, How far the 


Catholick Church, ſpread 


over the face of the whols 
World, is in Comm 

with the Biſhop of Rome. 
Which 


«4 


ZN Sion. M79 


e)) 


Which will eaſily be de- 
cided, by obſerving, That 


there bs, a T wofold Comme 


nion. 

1. of Co-ordination or 
Briendſbip. - 
034 Suburdination or Sahj 
As to the "Conti we 

may ſafely affirm , All the 
Churches in the World are 
thus far in; Communion with 
the Biſhop of Romæ; That 
they may on him for a 
Chriſtian: Biſhop; as ac- 
 knowledging the Church «f 
Rome to be a true Church, 
though, indeed a very cor- 
rupt Church. And if the) 

do not Communicate | fur: 
_ ther with him, it is his own 
faulc. 3" ni 


4 * 917 4 i 


* + = ” 
* 
* 6 « 
CL SILLY Bu 


$8, 


e- 
At 
u- 
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But this, it ſeems, will 
not ſatisfy this Miſſioner; 
who moſt vainly fancies that 
there is no Communion 
without Subjection: And 


chat no Church can be 


05 


Ut 


in Communion with the 
Church of Rome , without 
ſubmitting to her Autho- 
rity. | 
When therefore it is af- 
firmed, That the Catholick 

Church is thus ſubject to 
the Biſhop of Rome; if this 
Miſhoner pleads, That 4e 


facto all other Churches are 


actually thus ſubject; we 
then deny it: For the great- 
er part of Chriſtendom doth 
proteſt againſt the. Errors, 
and oppoſe the Uſurpations 
of the Biſhop of Rome. But 
if he-. contends that de jar 
BER - they 


— 


(24 ) 
they onght fo to be, and 
hat this Subjection is then 
uty, then let him prove it 
What I have now ſaid; 4 
fufficiene to convince chi 
Miſſioner, of Bis miſtaken 


Notion of the Church of 
a Rome. 


Which if he think, 
fit to Defend, he muſt n 


e e, 


1. That Yhe Church of Rome 

is: the Carbolick Church," i. e. 
He muſt convince us, either 
(1. That fhe is che 25001 
Church, and that there is 


no other Church beſides her; 


or gelſe (z.] Fhat ſhe i- 
the only rue and Orrbedu 
Church. N 

2. [That :beBiſhep of Rome 
ir ibe Supream Paſtor f the 
Church of Cbriff. Which 
n when 


(25) 
when he hath proved, T ſhall 
then grant him, 

3. That the Catbolick Char 
ſpread; over the face of th Z 
whole World, is in Communi- 
n with , i. e. is Subject to 
the Biſhop of Rome. , 

And here' ſhould I now 
hold my Pen, and proceed 
no further in my Reflecti- 
ons, I have ng this Miſ- 
ſioner work enou 

But if he will 4 ſo mo- 
deſt as to confeſs his mi- 
ſtake, I'll help him to a bet- 
ter Definition of the Church 
of Rome, and leſs liable to 
Exception. 

% By the Roman Church, 
we do not underſtand the 

particular Dioceſe of Rome; 
* but we underftand, that 
* vaſtly extended Commu- 


(26 
| © nity. of Chriſtians, which 
| - hold Communion with 
7 % the Church of Rome, fub- 
| ee mitting themſelves to the 
| 6c B. of Rome as to their Head 
j ec o that whatſoever he De- 
| * crees With a Genera) 
f 75 „ Council, they embrace 
5 4 45 the Definition of the 
| true Church, which they 
| "hold infallible: [ Dueſtion 
| of Queſtions, $.17: p. 373.) 
| Had this Miſſioner been 
E prudent, as to have con- 
ſulted this Author, (whom 
0 | he was pleaſed to recom- 
| mend for the Plain- man's Sa- 
4 | tisfaction) we might then 
i make ſhort work ent: and 
without further diverſion, 
[| might have proceeded to the 
| | Second Enquiry, vix. 
1 2. I bat is meant by 1 
lible + Whas 


% o - %# 3 we & 5 ——  w&# 
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Which he thus explains. 
By the word Infallibility 

* we do not mean only In- 

© defectibiliiy and Duration, 

but an wnerring Direction in 
neceſſary points of Faith. 

So that when we ſay the 

Church (ef Rome) is in- 

* fallible, we mean, that 

Almighty God hath given 

* an Authoritative Power to 

© the Church (ef Rome 

© to declare, in caſe of Dif- 

* ferences , which is the 

Faith which was. once deli- 

© vered to tbeꝭ aims, Judeg: So 

© that in caſe of Differences 
about the ſenſe of Scripture, 

* or any divinely revealed 

“Truths, the Church (of 

* Ramme) is to decide the 

Difference, and end che 

Controverſie. And to 

W 


( 28)) 
© perform this, we fay, ſhe 
« Baſliſted by the be of 
** Almighty God, who as 
*© he hath ordained her for 
© our Direction, ſo he (e- 
** cures her from erring 
e whilſt ſhe Directs. Which 
cc afliſtance we call Infalli- 
* bility. {' Miſſoners Anſwer, 
N N 
This he endeavoursto con- 
firm, by enquiring 7hirdh, 
3. From whence had ſhe 
the Church of Rome |] 
ibis Authority of unerring 
Guidance? ( p. II.. 
To which he gives us this 
A P p Anſwer. Ts £3+%. 
Lou maſt not think that 
* the! Church Þ of Nome! MW 
© 'has this Power from her ſer 
< ſelf; for we know that all N of 
Men may fail; All Com- me 
4. mu- = 


| 
| 


( 29.) 
© munities and Aſſemblies 
are ſubject to Error and 
„Miſtakes (where then is 
© rhe Infallibility of Oral Tra- 
« lition ? ) But ſhe has it 
* from God himſelf, 40 10 
9 eib ful and true tu bis Pro- 
* miſes. (TIbid.) But 
How doth it appear 
£ that the Church of Rome 
“ js thus Infallible, and that 
* God hath made her theſe 
Promiſes of unerring Gui- 
* dance? (Ibid) 
This, he tells us, is e- 
te yident from the plain Te- 
0 ſtimonies of Holy Scri- 
 ©'pture, both Old a4 New 
* Teſtament. ( 1bid.)- 
Thus far I dortadily fit 
ſcribe 5 That if the Church 
of Rowe is Infallible, - She 
"_ have this Privilege 
| from 


(30) 


from God himſelf. And i 
there is ſuch a Promiſe o 
unerring Guidance it mult 
be found in the Holy Scri-; 
ptures. Sit 2 | 
Let it therefore appear 
from thoſe Sacred Writings, 
that God ich: peo 
ſuch an unerring Guidance 
to the Church of Rome, 
and I ſhall then Diſpute no 
further, but ſubmit to her 
Direction. 

Now to prove this Infal- 
libility, this Miſſioner hath my 
cited Twenty, Places of Scri- 
pture, which the Que ion F 
of Queſt ions tells him are in Win t 
the Bible. But how little N ion 
they are to his purpoſe, I Non 

do thus endeavour to con- \ 

vince him, by examining ha 

them in their order. 11 pre 
ö : is 


His 


> = — 


(31) 

His Fir Text is that no- 
ied Place, Deut. 17, 8. Oc. 
from whence the Argument 
x this The Jewiſh Church 
was Infallible, Therefore 
The Church of Rome is Infal- 
lible. 4 

To which I thus Anſwer. 

Both Propoſitions, Ante- 
dent and Conſequent , are 
Ale. 1 = > | 

And, Firſt, it doth not 
pear from this Place of 
Scripture (nor indeed from 
my other), That the Few- 
5 Church was Infallible. 

From what Circumftance 
in this Text will the Miſ- 
ſoner infer fuch a Conclu- 
wn 7: | : 

Was it, x. Becanfe in 
that Church there was a'Su- 
preme Court of Judicature, 

| fron 
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from whenge 2bere ua 10 Af. 
peal? Or 2. Becauſe tbl 
Prieſts, the Leitet, and th 
Fudge were to give Sentence . I. 
Or z. Was it becauſe the hath 
Contemner -'of | this Sentence bis! 
was to be put ta Death ? II 

- Now if theſe Paſſages do bedris 
prove Infallibility, there wa vie 
then. Infallibility in the Baff 
State, as well as in the and! 
Church; in the Judge, theilt n 
Civil Magiſtrate, no leſs 7 
than the Prieſt; and in e- 
very Inferior Prieſt, as well 
as the High Prieſt. 

But I need not inſiſt on 
theſe Suggeſtions; ſmce 
there is no arguing, againſt 
Matter of Fact. If there- 
fore it doth appear in any 


Inſtance , That the Fei 
Church Lor the * Nene 
} | th 


C33) 
bach actually erred; tis too 
late to pret end that ſhe is 
Infallible. 2 
Io convince him that ſhe 
bath erred, I Demand of 
his Miſſioner; 
The Sentence of the San- 
larim, whereby our Bleſſed 
Saviour was condemned as 2 
Blaſphemer, was ic a juſt 
Mind Legal Sentence, or was 
Wit not? If not: Then the 
M Jewiſh Church, which pro- 
A nounced it, was not Infal- 
ble. And conſequently , 
this Argument, fo trium- 
| * Wi repeated, is utterly 
lo 


But if this Miſſioner dares 
pretend, | 

That the Sentence of the 
1 Sanbedrim was A Legal Sen- 
| tence 5 and that the Holv 
\ F Jeli 8 


ts i. 
= 


2 thinks this Miſſioner. For 
to Her hath been given 3 


any of thoſe Promiſes ? 


| Church 3s Infallible : What's 


9 


but proved. 


(340 

Jeſus was juſtly condemm dl t 
a5 a Blafphemer ; let him beßi 
t:ke heed , leſt contendinþ Spe 
Fa „ lililiey, he forfeit Ci 
Eis Ch \riſtianity. prov 
However, for A8 8 vil 
I ſuppoſe i it were grant-W:* 
„That the Fewiſlr Church 

Was Iufallible; muſt it thence 
be'inferr'd, That the Chri- 
ſtian Church hath the ſame 
Privilege? Yes doubtleſs, 


Covenant with better Promiſes. 
True! But was | Ifalibility 
This ought not be ſuppoſed 


But now let it be further 
granted, That the Chriſt ion. 


this to the Churchof _ 


(35 


b there no other Church 
beſides the Roman? Or, Is 
She only the true Church of 
Cbriſt ? 5 the Miſfioner 

prove this; And I ſhall moſt 

vilingly hear him, | Miſſio- 
ers Anſwer, p. 15. ,- 

+} Second, He fills up his 
pages wich ſeveral. — — 
places out of- the Old Te- 
ment. Which I ſhall only 
anfcribe; and then it will 
ſufficienthy appear they are 

; nothing to his pugpolſe... 
He tells us, The Church 

y q ſhall | be Ile 4 Mountain 
2 

l 


L upon the. top of. Mountains, 
Ha. 22. Like a Tabernacle 
ſeared in the Sun, Pl. 18. 4. 

4 „That all Nations (ball flow 

„unto her. That Kings ſhalt 

p 0 be her Narfoue-Botbers, and . 

18 . ber F MA 

d, 


| 

| 

2 
1 


| ( 36) 
« Iſa. 49. 23, That all the 
*« ends of the Earth ſhall re- 


0 ember, and turn unto the 


© Lord, and all the -Kindred 
„ the Nations-ſhall worſhip 
© before him, Pſal. 22. 27. 
Beſides theſe plain Pro- 
phecies, which | ſpeak not 
one word of the Infallibility 


of the Church of Rome, 


but ] only ſhew the Viſibi- 
lity, Univerſality, and Dy- 
rance of the Chriſtian 
Church ; which are not 
now the Diſpute, andthere- 
fare ſhall be conſider d when 
occafion is offered ; 
I ſay, beſides theſe, 
ce we are told, That in this 
* Heuſe of the God of Faceb, 
he himſelf will teach us bs 
* was; and will judge 4- 
'*- mongſt the Nations, Ila. 2, 
N 177 35 4+ 


—— 
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*3, 4. And then certainly 
ewe ſhall neither be taught 
«an Error, nor have a 
© wrong Sentence. LMI 
froner s Anſwer, p 12,13.] 
That's granted. God will 
certainly teach us Truth. 
And we ſhall never err. 
Provided , that we follow 
his InftruQtions. geek. 
Now all extraordingry 
ways being ceaſed, the Di- 
vine Wildom ordinarily 
doth inſtruct us only by the 
Scriptures. Which, as St. 
Peter hath admoniſhed us, 
are 4 more ſure word of Pro- 
1.9 than a. Voice from 
Heaven. I bereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as un- 
to a light that ſhineth in a 
dark place, 2 Pet. 1. 19. 


E 3 Theſe 


| 
j 
1 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
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Theſe Holy Scriptures are 


the good old way. By Walk- 
ing in which the wapfaring 
men, though fools ſhall not err, 
Ila. 35. 8. | Miffioners An- 
ſwer. p. 12, 21, 22. | For 
the Teſtimony of the Lord is 


ſure, and 7 5 wiſdom unto 


ee ſal. 19. 7. 
But now if the Church of 
Rome, for inſtance, ſhall 
leave this good old way of 
Truth, to wander in By-paths 
of her own; If ſhe ſhall ne- 
glect, vilify and forſake the 
Holy Scriptures, to follow 
her own blind Traditions ; 
Tis not her confidence that 
ſhe is in the Right, that can 
keep her out of the Ditch, or 
ſecure her from falling. 
He tells us moreover, 
Tat God will not be roth 
ph; | * with 


f 
on 


dS WY 9” e 


3 
þ 
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7 - 
* with bis Church, neitber ſhall 
* bis kindneſs depart from her, 
nor the Covenant of his peace 
* be removed. That all her 


Children ſhall be Wy 0 


e the Lord. That ſhe ſhall be 
® eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. 
That whoſcever ſhall gather 
© together againſt ber, ſhall 
* fall for her ſake. And that 
"every Tengne that ſhall riſe 
* againſt her in judgment ſhall 
* be condemned by her. This 
eis the Heritage of the Servants 
* of the Lord, and their rigbte- 
© ouſneſs it of me, ſaith the 
Lord, Iſa 54. 
Furthermore he tells us, 
* that God hath made a 
* Covenant with hisChurch, 


his werds which 


* That 57 e ſhall be up 
- 


* ow her, a 


4 e 


« 9 5 = . — 
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* he hath put into her mouth, 
te ſhall not depart out of ber 


ce mouth, nor out of the mouth 


* of ber ſeed, nor out of the 
* mouth of her ſeeds ſeed, 
* (aith the Lord, from hence- 
e forth and for ever. Ia. 50. 
4 20. 21. Lou ſee here 


© promiſe to the Church 


ce in all Ages, that ſhe ſhall 
© (peak the very words 
* which God ſhall put into 
* her mouth, and therefore 
© no Error s. 
L Pag. 13] 

Jo all this flouriſh J brief. 
ly Reply in the words of 
Mr. Chillingworth. I 
Ef the Church of Rome 


© be Zion and they that turn 


ce from iniquity in Facob, they 
«© may have Title to this 


« Covenant. 


15 


in their order, with ſhort 


0 41 )» 

Covenant. It not; They 

* muſt forbear, and leave it 
to the Fes. after their 
> Converſion... To whom 
* 1t. is, appropriated by a 
% more Infallible Interpre- 
cer, than the. Pope; I 

mean St. Paul, Rom. II. 26. 
© And it ſeems the Church 
«of Rome alſo, believes as 
% much. For otherwiſe * 
þ ” why does the in the Mar- 

© gent of her Bible, ſendus 

to that place of St. an 
for an Expoſition? 


1 addi, Diſcourſes, p- 36.4 


Bas of the New Teſta- 
ment he hath cited ſeveral 
Texts, which I ſhall ſet don 


remarks upon them. 
F 5 cc Matth. 


13. | 
Pe > This Text hath been ſo 


(42) 
PEW | ee 


Math. 16. 18. Upon thu 
* Rock I will build my Church: 
* and the Gates of Hell ſhall 
* not prevail againſt it. pag, 


often and fo fully Anſwer'd, 
that Tadmire the confidence 
of this Miſſioner, who at 


Pre | mie 
this time can pretend to urge 20 


In ſhort. This Text is a ſet 
Promiſe of the Perpetuity of | | 
the Carholick Church: But | 
not of the Ifallibility [ no lc. 


nor the Perpetuity ] of the ff 


Roman Church. ce 


Matth. 28. 20. 4 1 fc 


ce am with you always, even Nee 
© unto the end of the World. 
Amen. f 

_ What 


( (43.9 \ 
what ou 21 only: D of 
the Church of .Rame? Are 
tiere no other aſtors and 
Teachers. beſides You, in c 
Church of Chriſt? 

But doth Preſence ſi Leads 
Walti) ? Hath he not 
promiled.; . Where er 
tree are gathered * 15 in 
my ame; there am I in the” 
mag, of them „ Matth. 18. 
20. And are all ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblie Infalible 205 = 


John 14. ** T pray 
45 the Father, and be ſhall give... 
gou anther Comforter, 1 
7 be #4 avide. -with 5 . 
EVP. : 2: 
MK. 17. Even; the Sp; ** 0 
fc, "of Trauth, whom Ft Wald; 


cannot feceive. intents 
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( 44? 
fl. 26. He ſball teach 
#20 all things , and bring 
4 all things to your rimem- 


gde brance, whatſoever I have 
; FE ſaid unto you. _ 


« Ch. 76. v, 13. When he 


' - . Spirit of truth 3s come, 


F* he will guide you into all 
de truth: for he ſhall not ſpeak 

4 J. he Wi. but whatſoever 
cc all Fear, that ſhall be 


ge t ; and be will ſpeu you 


fe things to come 

Phat hath the Church of 

Repre to do with theſe Scri- 

primes 2 Did the Church of 
ome eyer hear the Sermons 


and Diſccurſes of our Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour? If not: How 
can they be brought to her 
nce ? Is it not 


thecefore cyident, from ſe- 


veral 


( | 
ch veral Paſſages in both thoſe 
Chapters, that theſe Pro- 
1 miſes do belong only to the | 
de Apoſtles, who perſonally [ 
converſed with our Saviour? | | 
ae As being made to thoſe; 'To 
e, fl hom be had many more things 
ay, which they were not 
er able to bear. To thoſe 
er ho bad been with Chriſt fim | 
be © the Beginning. To thoſe. +4 
from whom Chri/f was now 
oing away ; And whom he 
fad before told of his Depar- | 
i- tyre, Laſtly, to whom the- f 
pf Holy Ghoſt was-to ſhew things | 
sto come. A Promiſe, which 
qe preſent Church of Rome 
I dares not pretend to. 
r If here it ſhall be urged, 
It chat the Clauſe for ever muſt 
2- | needs. extend this as 
de- 


4 


(456) 
beyond their own, Perſons, 


and ſo. to their Sucgefſors ©) N| - 
To this I; Anlyets: 8 . 


! te 
i" 3..T hi for ever | 77 Ba ce 
ti no more than to the end of 
4 their Lives. According to 
5 thoſe known ; Forms of 


| i Speech : This is mine for 
| euer; Or, This en 1 fours, _ 


for ever. | of 


-- © — — = 


2. TL theſe Brow: Cl 

ſes had been made to them ¶ be 

and their Succeſſors? Had 

they no Succeſſors but them I th 

pfl the Roman Church? This N 
hath been confidently pre- 

by ka: but was never oo C} 


: 5 Aut 4 1244 | th 
- + Matth, 
L332 8 a n to 
1 


6 * ) 
p ICT "ib 
FAY: Marth, 18. ay. An 75 

9 © be ſhall neglect to bear them, 

1 . it unto the Church : bet 
: if be neglect to bear the 
f ; Church, let bim be unto thee” 
o i an Heathen man, and a” 
f Pablican; pag. 14. 
* What Church is his that | 
muſt be heard ? The Church 
Jof Rome only? Nothing 
es. is evident by the 
* Charch, in this Text, can 
n I be meant no other than that 
d particular Church, of which 
1 the offending Brother was 
is a Member. 
But ſuppoſe that by be 
t Church were meant the 

Church of Rome, and that 

this Church of Rome were 


. to be Beard and obey d: What 
| then? 


I 48 ) 

then? Is ſhe therefore In- 
fallible? Are all thoſe that 
are to be heard and obey d 
Infallible? Are not Kings, 
and Parents, and Maſters, 
and Prelates, and Abbots; 
are not all theſe to be heard 
and obey d? FR ns all 
thei lotellble Nie 


Tr Þ 51 
{; 2 


ol Marth. 28. 19. compa- 
ee red. with Mark 16. 15, 16. 
« Go ye therefore, aud Teach 

0 Nations and. preach 
« the Goſpel: to every Creature. 
cc He thut belitweth, and is 


« þ, ptixed, ſhall he fav, 
ut be thi believeth not, 


cc ſhall be danmed, p. 14. 
What then? Therefore 


The Cheb of Rome il Bal. 


or FO is ſuch a De- 
monſtration 


8 „ — 2 Haw 1, wd w . 
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monſtration as Eachid n never 
drea med on. 


FA 


CEN Tim. 3. 15. n 
ce thou mayeſt know how "thou 
6 "0 phteſt to behave thy ſe 

' i ore houſe of God, which 


« x the Church of the living 


* God, the pillar and ground 
* of the truth, p. 14. 

The Church Catholick, 
without | Controverfie , is the 
Pillar and Ground of the 
Trub. Nay ! even particu- | 
lar Churches, as found Parts 
and Members of the Catho- 
lick, and the Biſhops of 
thoſe Churches 1 be 
adorned with that Title. 
But what's this to the 
Church of Rome? Which 
1 neither the Catholick 

Church, 


(30 
Church, nora found Mem. 


ber of it. tt 
Indeed had Timothy been 
Biſhop ef Rome, I Mould 


then Sans been obliged to 


examine, how and in what 
ſenſe a' Particular, Church 
may be called, the Pillar and 
Ground of 1he Tenth, without 
being Infallible. But ſince 


he was Biſhop of Epheſus 


and not of Rome, and ſince 


the Infallibility of Rome and 


not of Epbeſus is to be pro- 
ved, there is no I 


Tor char-Enguiry. 


6 Epheſ 4. * 12, 14. 
cc. And be gave ſome, Apoſtles; 
7 and Jome Prophers and ſome, 


« Evangeliſt:; and ſome, Pa- 


« Fen ap Teachers: for tbe 
ay © per- 


T 


Nw” G. 


o Oo TT. N0 


1 wad OD 


CI 
« ng of the Saint. 


* chat hb be no more 
4 Ghildren, x to and fro, 
4 and carried about with every 
„ wind alctrine, by the' 
ſleight. of men, and cunning 

© craftineſr; "whereby they lie 
in wait ta decei ve: but 
f * [peaking the truth in love, 
may grow up in him in all 
8 things, who is the head, e- 
* den Cbriſt, p. 14. 
Amongſt all theſe Orders 
here's no mention of an In- 


fallible Judge of Contro- 


rerſies, much leſs that this 
Judge is only to be ni in 
the Church of Rome. 


And thus I have briefly 
ſhewed, how impertinently? 
theſe. Scriptures have been 


Ur- 


aged by, chis- MilGoner, | 


Church) but by that word 
do only expreſs the weak- 


(52) 


When. I ſay Impertinently, I 
do not thereby blame the 
Conduct 0 of 10 this Writer 
( who. hath taken the true 
method to defend his 


neſs of his Cauſe. Which 
hath: been ſo oſten and fo 
effectually expoſed, that it 
may well. puzzle even the I 
skill of a Miſſioner, to make || ed 


a decent Defence. And in- pl 
deed it is no little ſurprize I of 


to obſerve, how perplexing || p. 
and confuſed an Anſwer is I ſe 
here given to the moſt plain I hi 


and eaſy Queſtion. | 
The Pla- having ff th 
often been admoniſhed, to || ir 


return (as they Phraſe it) IP 
we * 0 | in- ſt 


into the Boſom of the 


() 


Church of Rome: and as 
2 further inducement to 
haſten his Change, havin 
been aſſur d, That be mens, 
of Rome is | Infallible ; and 
that Proteſtant Churches, 
for want of this Ifallibiity, 
are neither able to interpret 
Seriptute, hor compoſe Dif- 
ferences in matters of Faith: 
I ſay; being thus 2dmoniſh- 
ed, he makes this ſhort Re- 
„ Vis. That if the Church 
of Rome i is infallible, as they 
N it would be 2 ſea-. 
ſonable Charity to iaſtruct 


him in this' matter. 


This is the Subſtance of 


that little Treatiſe. Which 


indeed is no other than a 
Paraphraſe upon this Que- 
{tion : c 


- , - 
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e Who is this Infallible 
Fudge; that ſo upon oc- 
ct caſion I may conſult him? 
Fell me diſtinctly, Who! 
7 is this unerring Guide? 
Where may I find him? 
« And I do faithfully; pro- 
<* miſe to reſign my ſelf to 
ec his Conduct. ¶ Plain man . 
Reply, p. 18, 395 22. 2 

Obſerve now What An- 
ſwer the Miſſioner hath gi- 
ven to this important Que- 
ſtion. Pray mark it. Tis 
worth your notiſeeGQ. 

Miſtake me not, Ipray, 
© 1.tell you diſtinctly, that 
* the Church is my infalli- 
© ble. Guide. And this 


Church is to be found 
ct 2 over the face of 
whole World. I may 


cc 


— 4 
. 1 % 


there- 


th! 


(55) 
* therefore ' ſecurely rely 
* upon what ſhe teacheth, 
© without troubling my ſelf 
* to ſearch whether this or 
© that particular Perſon in 
© her be Infallible or no. 
L Miffioner's Anſwer, p. 16.] 
A moſt Learned Deter- 
miration. And very much, 
no doubt, to the ſatisfaction 
of the Plaiu- man. For whoſe 
further Inſtruction, I do 
thus expoſtulate with this 
Mifioner. 


be Country Parſon to the 
Miſſioner. . DA 


OL ſay, Sir, the Church 

is my Infallible Guide. 
Pray, what do you mean by 
this Church 2. Þ it, in your 
* Lan- 


(56) 


: Language 5 the Teaching if 


Church, or the Learning 
part of the Church ? p. 14, 
Or, in more proper Terms, 
Is it the Church Repreſenta- 
tive, or the Church Diff 
ive? Sure not the Church 
Diffuſirve : For that compre- 
hends every private Chriſti- 
an, even the moſt ordinary 
Mechanick. And in caſe 
of Differences about the Senſe 
of Scripture, or any Divinely- 
revealed Truths, J hope theſe 
are no fit Perſons ro decide 
the Difference, and end the Con- 
troverſy. 5 | 
oye + 1, 2 Anſwer, 5. 
10. | * 
It remains therefore, That 
the Church Repreſentative 
is this Infallible Guide. And 
Weis 120 


| | then] 


/ 


(57). 


hen our next Thought is 
cd enquire, Who this Infal- 
ble Repreſencative is. And 
though you aſſured the 
Ila man, That he © may. 
I ſecurely rely upon what. 
A the Church teächeth, 
e- without troubling himſelf 
i to ſearch whether this or 
YE" that particular Perſon in 
Ae her be infallible or no ; 
e 22g. 16. ] yet in contra- 
-Bdiction to your ſelf you are 
Ae forced to declare ; 
de © © That 2 General Coun- 
my gil, the Supreme Court 
© of Judicature; is the Le- 
5.“ gal Infallible Repreſenta- 
tive of the Church, p. 18. 
nat} So that whether the Con- 
ve troverſy be about the Senſe 
ndÞ* of Seripture, ot about the 
o "ER 


1 — 


BR defred you to tell him 


£82... 
Canon of a Council, © 
there muſt be a Living © 
Judge to determine it; 
«and this I ſay , is the 
Church in her General | 
© Councils, in which ſhef 
is ſecured from Error 
„ | | 
And now why was notſ e! 
this acknowledgment made 

at the firſt? When the Plan- J. 


| diſtinctly, ho is this Infal- 
lible Guide, why did you 
not then roundly and bold - 
| by Anſwer ; 1 tel, jos e 
intly, A4 General Councill*© 
is my Infallible Guide? Why 
ſich ſhuffling and ſhifting ;$ 
in ſo plain a matter? : [© 
Doth not this evidenthy 7 
confirm the Plain- man ſul- 
PEN picic n. 


”_ 


1 
icion; That ſince your Diſ 
11. ry abou this Infallibility 
re ſo various and uncertain, 
18 expreſſed with. ſuch . diffidence 
pak rd, caution ,, be can [carce 
ral think fe believe it your h elves. 
hel L Flain-mans Reply, p. 8.] 
r, owever at laſt you have 


. 


not clare ; That 4 General Coun- 
0 i this Living Infallible 
Judge, this unerring Guide. 

e truth. of which pre- 


in- 
im 
ou lamine. . 

14.1. In St. Matthew's Goſpel 
di. fie Plain-man finds theſe 
words. And be took the Cup, 
o them, ſaying, Drink ye 
ALL of it, Matth. 26, 


55 wa G62 This 
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taken the courage to de- 
AL enee I do thus briefly ex- 


by gove thanks, and gave it 


Sacrament, 
and commandment, ought to be 


( 60 ) 


18 KiK Beni the 
two Churches, and the ſenſe 
of it Diſputed. 
The Church of Ex Wt 
( in obedience to has laſt 
precept of herLord, Teach- 
ing them to obſerve all rhings 
ed 


** atfoever I have comman 


ou. Matth.28, 20.) hath thus 
etermined. 

The Cup of the Lord is not 
to be denied to the Lay-people : 
For both the 2 of the Lords 

y Chriſt s ordinance 


miniſtred to all Chriftian men 
alike. A R T. 30. 

But the Church of Rome 
(in direct oppoſition to our 
Lord's Command) hath thus 


Decreed „in her Councils 


of 


0 


(6195 

of Conſtance and Treurtr. 

Although our Redeemer bath 
inſtituted the Sacrament in bu 
laſt Supper, and bath delivered 
unto the Apoſtles in both kinds. 
Yet, The Synod hath decreed ; 
That it ſhould be received for a 
Law, that the Sacrament. be 
wr wb in * ge And 
whoſoever [| ay, That by 
the . 5 of 620 all Z 
Faithful ought to receive in 
both kinds; Let bim be accur- 
ſed. Concil. Conſt, Sefſ. 13, 
Concil. Trident. Seff. 21, 
Cap. 2. 3. Can. 1. DN 

ow my Plain-man de- 

fires to be inſtructed, whe- 
ther Church is inthe right? 
The Church of Erxgland- 
which gives the Cup to the 
Lay-people ; orthe Church 

ö of 


= > Þ 

of Rome which denies it. -If 
his Reaſon might be Judge, 
he is then convinced; that 
the Church of England is 
Orthodox, and holds the 
truth in this matter. For he 
thinks it very reaſonable, in 
the Adminſtration of a Sa- 
25 rm to obſerve the In- 
ſtitution of our Bleſſed Sa- 
Vogt, 4 of 
But you 2i/ſoners do te 

him, De mot not judge by 
Reaſon, but muſt ſubmit to 
the Authority of an infalli- 
ble Judge. Well! tis now 
hoped at aft we ſhall being 
the matter to a ſhore Iſſue. 
Lou have declared; 
te That whether the Controver- 
, be about the ſenſe of Seri- 
Pires or about the Canon of 
eee eee 


— 23 
19 22 


| 
= 
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(63) 


2 Countil, there muſt be. 4 
* r ud ge to determine 
"it; an „ you .fay sf 
Ce 7 (Ado 
ner's Anſwer. 17 

I demand * ore, and 
mfwer me diflinAly, Is 
chere any General Council 
8 now fitting, which 

( by irs infallible Authority) 
may explain this Text, and 
determine theſe Controver- 
ted Canons, of the Coun- 
cils of Con ffance and Trent. 3 
If there is ſuch a Cound 
pray where is it to þ found 2 
in what part of the Wqrlck 
are the Fathers aſſembled? 4 
But if there is no ſuch C 
eil: Then there is no Li- 

ing infallible Judge, + 0.120. 

:tmine this Controverſie a- 

a 8 4 bout 


_—_—— 


( 64) 
bout. Half-Communion, |. 

I am not able to conje- 
Aure, what you can poſlibly 
Tay to this, unleſs you will 
be ſo dull as to repeat your 


own words, vix. 
cc 


t as there is not any 
te General Council actually now 
fitting, to end our Controver- 
Ties, ſo neither needs tbere 

te any, the Church having ſ 
4 fully expreſſed ber ſelf in the 
Canon and Definitions of her 
© Preceecing Councils, and in par- 
ticular in that of Trent, p. 19. 

I fay, to urge this would 
. be dull and impertinent. For 
ou your ſelf have confeſ- 
d j e That theſe Canons 


Hof preceding Councils 
te are but mere Writings , 
Bl Kew la 


— 
* 
* 
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( 65 ) | 
* be no Judge, though in- 
* deed it may be a Rule. 
« So that theſes Decrees of 
« former Councils, being 
© mere Writings, they can- 
ce not, in caſe of a Contro- 


'«yerfic ariſing about their 


«© ſenſe, determine them- 
c ſelves and explain their 
c own meaning. So that 
4 in ſuch a caſe as this, 
© where there is a Contro- 
ce verſie about the Canon 
te of a Council, there muſt 
Abe a Living Judge, which 
«you fay, is a General 

“Council. 11 


Now Sir, to make Appli- 
cation. Here is a Canon 
of the Council of Trent 
[Sefſ. 2 1. Can. . ] that is con- 

if G 5 tro- 


( 66 ). 


7 2 * the Senſe of i it 
Ido again beg 
NE, 27 to reſolve, me 
Where is this Living Judge, 
this General Council, 
| E this Canon 35 11 
re is none; Then the e- 
vidence of Truth doth con- 
rain me to pronounce; 
That there is no Living In- 


fallible Judge in the preſent 


Fhurch of Rome. 


Theſe Thin os are plain 
and convincing, and admit 
of no Reply. But ſome men, 
I obſerve, are not to be ſi- 
lenced. Theſe Miſfioners 


are ſotrained up, even from 
their Fee in the ha- 


. bit of wrangling; (which 
e e dilp uting ) that 
Wo they 


* 7 „ THY SS 


4 


„„ 

they will hold the Concluſi- 
on in ſpight of all Premiſ- 
ſes. And ou, Sir, for your 
part will till be laying omes 
thing, though nothing to the 
purpoſe. For thus you go 
ON. 
You have granted ; That 
when there is a Controver- 
ſy about the Canon of a 
Council, there muſt then 
be a living Judge to deter- 
mine it; another Council 
maſt be called. ** But, /ay 
* Jou , pray take notice, 
* that we have no ſuch 
© Controverſic at preſent. 
© All Perſons are agreed as 
* to what this Church hath 
* defined, and the Senſe of 
* her Canons is not con- 
e troverted. We ſee it in 
fn « her 


- Cc 


(68) 
© her Practice, we read it 
in her Catechiſms, we 
* hear it from her Paſtors, 
Ce. p. 20.—— Hold 
Sir, What a hurry of Words 
is here to no purpole ? 
How? The Senſe of ber Ca- 
noms not controverted ? Were 
I not come to the very end 
of my Paper , I would re- 
freſh your Ears on both 
lides. | | 

1 could tell you of the 
Council of Trent; and there 


remind you of Soto, Vega, 


and Catbarin; who had 
large Diſputes about the 
Senſe of that Council. 

From whence the Hiſto- 
rian makes this Remark. 
*« This ſeemed to put all men 


cc 19 25 
* out of hope to underſtand the 


2 wean: 


K 0 aA 


- (6) 


1 * meaning of the Council, fie- 
ing the incipal men that 
© were palf +5 in it, did not 

2 Be e, pag. 230. 

t L muſt ene my 
ſelf to this Inſtance now 
before us. Where indeed 
the Queſtion is not de facto, 
whether you deny the Cup 


to Lay People? For we 


fee it in your Prattice, we read 


it in your Catechiſms, we bear 
it from your Paſtors. But the 


Queftion is de jure; Whe- 


ther the Church of Rome 
hath Authority, to null and 


contradict the Inſtitution of 


our Bleſſed Saviour? And 
whether, in fo doing the 
Church of Rome is not mi- 
ſtaken, hath not actually 
erred, and ſo loft her Infal- 

| libllity ? 


—_—. 


620 3 
15 25 5 7 in this, or 
ny other Inſtance we can 
prp . that ſhe, hath actual- 
yerred; tis too late to pre- 
tend that ſhe. is Infallible. 
This LY the 4 25 
1 Slires 4 
* _— 

And now, Mbere i this 
living Judge, this General 
Council actually now fitting 
to determine this Contro- 
| rerſy? I fay ,- attually now 

fitrang ; for when the Coun- 
gil is diſſolyed, and the Pre- 
Laces and Fathers are in a- 
nother World, it doth then 
"ule to be a Living Judge. 
| N | | 
PE” * Ou Ia, 

cal #29 35 this F allible 
| Judge, gh unerring: Guide; 


Then, „ 


(71) 
Then, . ſince there is no Ge- 
neral Council actually now 
ſitting, it undeniably fol- 
lows, That there is no Li- 
ving Infallible Judge in the 
preſent Church of Rome. 


The Plain-man to the Miſ- 
ſioner. 


IR, This Diſcourſe of 
0 our Parſon, againſt the 
Infallibility of the Church 
of Rome, ſeems to me very 
convincing ; and therefore 
I defire your Anſwer to it. 
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